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Be a backyard

lifeguard

Every year children under five drown
in backyard pools — accidents we can

help prevent.

As a community we are all responsible for
safety around pools and together we can
reduce the risk of children drowning in
swimming pools in the ACT. Keep our kids

safe this summer and be a backyard lifeguard

with these summer safety tips:

> close supervision of children in and
around the pool

> knowing CPR, which can save lives and,
if performed early, help reduce serious
or long-term injuries

> checking that pool barriers meet current
safety standards.

- More at
act.gov.au/backyardlifeguard

One year of

Chromebooks ¢

305

It's been a year since the roll-out of Chromebooks across
Canberra public secondary schools and more devices will

be provided this year.

Students starting year seven in
2019, along with new students to

the ACT public education system in the capacity of students to analyse
information, solve problems and
communicate in an increasingly
digital world.

years eight to 12, will receive their
Chromebook in term one.

Chromebooks are used as a teaching
and learning tool to help develop
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volunteer
emergency
service in 2019

Canberra volunteers are a key
part of the ACT's emergency
services, providing frontline
response to bushfires, storms
and floods.

Volunteer positions include rural
firefighters, State Emergency Service
members, community education
practitioners and community fire
unit members.

- More on volunteering at
esa.act.gov.au/join-the-esa
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Do you know how to get the most
appropriate medical care for your
symptoms?

Canberra has a range of convenient and
accessible health services that don’t
involve a trip to a hospital emergency
department - there’s more than one front
door to our health system.

Many of our local health services are free
and available after hours, so make sure you
choose the best care for your symptoms
next time you need help.

- More at
act.gov.au/yourhealthoptions
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New & improved From page
olaygrounds

Every Canberra region will benefit from better playspaces
because Canberran families love their local playgrounds.

These initiatives from the 'Play will have a ‘whole of suburb’

Spaces Forum' will happen in review on their playgrounds.

your area: > Playgrounds in Curtin, Stirling,

> New Nature Play spaces will be built O'Malley, Lyons and Farrer will
at Eddison Park, Phillip, and near the recieve new amenities such as
shops at Farrer. seating or shade.

> Waramanga and Torrens are two of - More at yoursay.act.gov.au/
the five suburbs across Canberra that bettersuburbs

baby names 2018

The most popular baby names of 2018
have been released and, while William
and Amelia are the reigning names across
Canberra, southside parents had different
ideas on what to name their bubs.

Alexander and Oliver were the most popular boys'
names across Woden, Weston Creek and Molonglo,
while Lucy took out the top girls’ name.

Leo, Hamish and Noah were also popular in the region,
while the most popular girls’ names included
Matilda, Chloe and Emily.

- Birth registration is now available online at
act.gov.au/birthregistration

Experiment
taking over
the Square

Whitlam
s on itstvvaay Qolenfen), fen)

The first release of land for
sale in Canberra's newest
suburb, Whitlam, is
scheduled for early 2019.

Named after former Prime Minister

Gough Whitlam, the suburb stretches
from the western edge of Belconnen . 12
to the north of the Molonglo Valley, N p S It will bring a number of new spaces to the
with views of the Brindabella Ranges, s Square including a natural play space, a stage,
Black Mountain, the National community hub, work hub and plenty

Arboretum and Capital Hill. of picnic tables and furniture.

- More at
suburbanland.act.gov.au

The Woden Experiment will
transform Woden Town Square,
making it a comfortable place
to socialise and relax.

Openingin late February, the Experiment was
created in collaboration with the community.



Starting school

N 20197

Here are some tips for a safe
and stress-free first day of
school for your child.

> Talk to your child about what to
expect and who to ask for help.

N

4 Feb new students
5 Feb continuing students

All 2019 term dates are at
education.act.gov.au

> Clarify after school pickup
arrangements or who is
collecting them.

If your child is starting kindergarten
in an ACT Public School in 2019,
make sure you get your copy

> Label all your child’s belongings.

> Consider the school route, likely road
crossings and reinforce road safety.

> Apply sunscreen before leaving
for school.

of ‘Starting School: A Guide
for Families’.

- To get your copy go to
education.act.gov.au

Grab 'n Go lunchbox

If you're looking for easy prep ideas for your kid's lunchbox,
download a Grab 'n Go school lunchbox shopping list from
the ‘Parents’ section at act.gov.au/freshtastes

Our favourite
festival is back

The National Multicultural Festival is back for its 23rd year. Join us in
Civic for this musical and culinary celebration of Canberra's diversity.

This year’s headline acts are the iconic Christine Anu, chef Mark Oliver and up and
coming star Isaiah Firebrace.

Leave the car at home

Late Night Rapid bus services will operate during the festival and have teamed up
with Uber to get you home safely.

Services on both the Blue 300 and
200 Red Rapids to and from the
City are running every 20 minutes.
Connect with Uber until 3am to
receive a discount.

= More at
multiculturalfestival.com.au

There's a lot going on across
Canberra this Australia Day.

Support our Australian of the Year
Awards local nominees on 25 January.

Then on 26 January enjoy the National
Flag Raising and Citizenship Ceremony,
children’s activities, and an evening
concert with a fireworks finale.

You can celebrate the public holiday
on 28 January at Lanyon with a walking
tour and live music near the lawns.

- More at
events.act.gov.au/australia-day
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