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The release of this information may possibly help to create positive and informed discussions. I 
consider that disclosing the contents of the information sought could reasonably contribute to 
discussion of public affairs. I am satisfied that these are relevant considerations favouring disclosure 
in this case, and in the interests of enhancing open discussion, I afford them significant weight. 

I also note MPC, and the ACT Government more broadly, have proactively released information 
under our Open Access Information program once Cabinet deliberations and government decisions 
have been finalised and are able to be announced. A copy of the Canberra Light Rail Stage 2A 
Business Case is available here Stage-2A-Light-Rail-Business-Case-redacted.pdf , and further 
Construction, Design, Traffic Disruption and other information is provided by MPC Home - Light Rail 
to Woden (act.gov.au).  

Factors favouring non-disclosure in the public interest (Schedule 2, Section 2.2)  

 Section 2.2(a)(ii) prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any other 
right under the Human Rights Act 2004; 

The document, City to Commonwealth Park Light Rail Economic Appraisal Report, contains personal 
information and I place significant weight on the right to privacy of individuals and their right to have 
their personal information protected. Accordingly, I have withheld access to and redacted the 
personal information contained in the document. 

• Section 2.2(a)(xi) prejudice trade secrets, business affairs or research of an agency or 
person 

I have also considered the impact of disclosing information, which relates to business affairs. In the 
case of Re Mangan and The Treasury [2005] AATA 898 the term 'business affairs' was interpreted as 
meaning 'the totality of the money-making affairs of an organisation or undertaking as distinct from 
its private or internal affairs'. Schedule 2 section 2.2(a)(xi) allows for government information to be 
withheld from release if disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to prejudice the 
trade secrets, business affairs or research of an agency or person.  

The document, City to Commonwealth Park Light Rail Economic Appraisal Report, was identified as 
relevant to your request. This document was prepared to advise on and assist the drafting of the 
Stage-2A-Light-Rail-Business-Case-redacted.pdf. I note the document is marked draft, as it was 
considered a working paper as part of the preparation of the business case which was then 
presented to Cabinet. 

As this document was prepared by MPC’s consultant EY, section 5 Methodology contains EY 
methodologies developed over time as a result of significant investment using specialists across a 
range of disciplines, as well as drawing on knowledge and expertise acquired from previous 
economic appraisal engagements. I give the protection of our consultant’s trade secrets, business 
affairs and research significant weight and consequently have redacted Section 5 Methodology in full 

Charges 

I have decided to waive any charges in relation to this Freedom of Information application.  

Online Publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, MPC maintains an official online record of access applications called a 
disclosure log. Your original access application, my decision and documents released to you in 
response to you access application will be published in the MPC disclosure log three (3) days after 
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the date of the decision. Your personal contact details will not be published. You may view the MPC 
disclosure log at https://www.act.gov.au/majorprojectscanberra. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of the Act. 
You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 of the Act within 20 
working days from the day that my decision is published in the MPC disclosure log, or a longer 
period allowed by the Ombudsman. 

If you wish to request a review of my decision you may write to the Ombudsman at: 

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au 

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman review, you 
may apply to ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further information may be obtained 
from the ACAT at: 

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
Level 4, 1 Moore Street 
GPO Box 370 
CANBERRA CITY ACT 2601 
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740 
http://www.acat.act.gov.au 

 

Should you have any queries in relation to you request, please contact me by telephone on (02) 
6205 5288 or email MPCFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely, 

Damon Hall 
Information Officer 
Major Projects Canberra 
 
23 March 2023 
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Mr Damon Hall 
Executive Director | Commercial 
Major Projects Canberra 

Woden ACT 2606 

Private and confidential 

5 September 2019 

City to Commonwealth Park Light Rail: Economic Appraisal Report 

Dear Damon, 

We refer to Service Agreement (executed on 10 October 2017) between Australian Capital Territory 

(“ACT Government”) and EY (the “contract”), through which EY has been engaged to provide Public 

Transport Strategic Advisory Services to the ACT Government on the City to Commonwealth Park 

Light Rail project (the Project). 

Attached to this letter are EY’s Economic Appraisal Report (‘the Report’). 

The Report may only be relied upon by ACT Government pursuant to the terms referred to in the 

contract. Any commercial decisions taken by ACT Government are not within the scope of our duty 

of care and in making such decisions you should take into account the limitations of the scope of our 

work and other factors, commercial and otherwise, which you should be aware of from sources 

other than our work. 

Our report may not have considered issues relevant to any third parties. Any use such third parties 

may choose to make of our report is entirely at their own risk and we shall have no responsibility 

whatsoever in relation to any such use. This report should not be provided to any third parties 

without our prior approval. 

We disclaim all responsibility to any other party for any loss or liability that the other party may 

suffer or incur arising from or relating to or in any way connected with the contents of this report, 

the provision of this report to the other party or reliance upon this report by the other party. 

Liability is limited by a scheme approved under professional standards legislation. 

If you would like to clarify any aspect of this report or discuss other related matters, then please do 

not hesitate to contact me at lars.rognlien@au.ey.com. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Associate Partner 
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11 For example, mixed use medium and high density apartments 
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EY | Assurance | Tax | Transactions | Advisory 
 
About EY 
EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory services. The 
insights and quality services we deliver help build trust and confidence in the 
capital markets and in economies the world over. We develop outstanding leaders 
who team to deliver on our promises to all of our stakeholders. In so doing, we play 
a critical role in building a better working world for our people, for our clients and 
for our communities. 
 
EY refers to the global organization, and may refer to one or more, of the member 
firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate legal entity. 
Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, does not 
provide services to clients. Information about how EY collects and uses personal 
data and a description of the rights individuals have under data protection 
legislation is available via ey.com/privacy. For more information about our 
organization, please visit ey.com. 
 
© 2019 Ernst & Young, Australia 

 
Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 

All Rights Reserved. 

Disclaimer 

The Report may only be relied upon by the ACT Government pursuant to the terms 
and conditions referred to in the Contract. Any commercial decisions taken by the 
ACT Government are not within the scope of our duty of care and in making such 
decisions you should take into account the limitations of the scope of our work and 
other factors, commercial or otherwise, of which you should be aware of from 
sources other than our work. 
 
Ernst & Young disclaims all liability to any party other than the ACT Government for 
all costs, loss, damage and liability that the third party may suffer or incur arising 
from or relating to or in any way connected with the provision of the deliverables to 
the third party without our prior written consent. If others choose to rely in any 
way on the Report they do so entirely at their own risk. If the ACT Government 
wishes to provide a third party with copies of the Report, then our prior written 
consent must be obtained. 
 

 




