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K-12 ACT Public School Enrolment Projections 
Produced on 21 January 2026 (ACT Education Directorate) 

Please note: 

 Enrolment projections should not be regarded as a single source of truth or in isolation of
other data and information. While projections are a useful input to identifying where
enrolment demand may be expected in the future, they are only one input into policy and
school capacity and planning considerations. When viewed in isolation of broader planning
considerations, there is potential to raise unnecessary concern or inaccurate assumptions
about schools planning.

 Projections are subject to external influences and fluctuations. They provide a point in time
reference and do not necessarily include future potential enrolment policy changes,
investments and planning responses including delivery of new capacity to manage demand.

 Projections beyond the short term will also be impacted by broader changes, if any, in varying
demographic trends, such as the number of births, or the actual pace of infill or greenfield
residential development compared to current modelling assumptions. Projections should be
viewed as a potential range that are based on historical trends and revised annually.

Additional information on how projections are developed: 

 K-12 public student demand projections are developed by the Education Directorate in
collaboration with an external consultancy specialising in modelling. This collaborative
development is intended to ensure a high level of integrity in the projection process,
combined with access to professional expertise in specialist demographic techniques and
knowledge. The underlying model was originally developed in collaboration with the ANU
School of Demography.

 Projections are generated using a ‘cohort transition’ approach. The model is based on taking
population projections of 4-year-old children in an area, allocating them to a local primary
school and tracking them as they graduate through to high schools and eventually college.

 This is modelled based on a number of inputs and underlying assumptions based on observed
behaviour including the historical preference for public schools, catchment areas, underlying
demographics etc. Data sources include ACT Education Census results and ACT Government
Population Projections.

 Projections are developed for a 10-year horizon, so the latest projections below provide data
for the years 2026-2035 only. The latest projections were developed in October 2025, based
on February 2025 Census of ACT Schools data and updated 2025 ACT Government Population
Projections.

 Note due to a lack of observed historical data, projections for new and future schools
(especially where there are a number of new schools in greenfield areas experiencing rapid
residential development) are based on assumptions to a much greater degree. New schools
in greenfield areas often experience strong enrolment growth in initial years of operation,

RECORD 1

Page 1 of 7



Page 2 of 7 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

followed by a period of population stability. This means the projection results are more 
uncertain with lesser probabilistic confidence compared to established schools and thus need 
to be interpreted with greater caution. This also applies to newly expanded schools where 
new educational levels are being offered.  

 Some new ACT public schools are currently in the process of being delivered but not yet open.
These include new primary schools planned to open in Whitlam and Strathnairn. Projections
for these schools have also been included in this response for completeness. Including these
schools allows taking into account their impact of reducing enrolments at established schools,
thus providing a better overall picture of future demand.

 However, it is important to reiterate that given it is more challenging to accurately predict
enrolments at new schools and in greenfield areas, these projections are highly likely to
fluctuate and will be subject to further validation in future.

 Finally, note only K-12 Projections have been provided for existing as well as future
mainstream ACT Public Schools currently being delivered. These projections exclude the
public preschool sector and specialist schools. Infrastructure Planning for preschool and
specialist capacity is undertaken separately by the Directorate on a different basis as demand
for their services and their provisioning are driven by factors distinct from mainstream K-12
schools.
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