
Night-time 
economy 
Survey

SUMMARY REPORT
31 May 2023



Background
This report presents the findings of night-time economy survey. 
Fieldwork was conducted between 19 April to 1 May 2023, collecting 
n=1,864 completes (n=1,171 (63%) via the YourSay Panel, n=693 (37%) 
via open links promoted on social media channels).

The purpose of this survey was to understand the community’s 
needs and wants for Canberra’s night-time scene – not just in the 
city centre, but across the whole of the ACT. 

The survey was primarily targeted to and completed by ACT 
residents, however a small number of completes were received by 
those living outside of the ACT (mainly Queanbeyan and 
Jerrabomberra residents). 

Methodology notes:

▪ All Panel members were invited to take part in the survey.
▪ The survey was also distributed through the ACT Government’s 

social media channels, including targeted posts to younger 
demographics to ensure better representation of this key 
audience. 

▪ Data has been weighted by age, gender and region based on 
ABS Census figures. 

▪ Significance testing has been conducted on selected slides 
where appropriate; results that are significantly higher than the 
total result have been shaded in blue in tables, whereas results 
that are significantly lower have been shaded in red in tables. 

How many?

1,864

When?

19-Apr to 1-May 
2023
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Sample profile (unweighted, n=1,864)

58%

38%

2%

2%

15%

22%

19%

13%

14%

11%

5%

Female

Male

Other gender

Prefer not to say / N/A

16-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75+

12%

21%

25%

9%
7%

9%

15%

1% 
(Other)
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Results



Behaviours – by age

5

Q. When it comes to having a night out, which of the following best describes you?

3% 6% 9%
15%

20%
13% 11% 5%

4%
3%

8%

73%
76%

70%

67%
57% 49%

21%

6% 10%
17%

25%
33%

38%

55%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+

I prefer going to places I had planned to
visit and sticking to these plans

I prefer going to places I had planned to
visit but am also open to doing
unplanned things

I prefer going to an area first and then
deciding on what places to visit

Not applicable to me

(n=287) (n=412) (n=358) (n=246) (n=264) (n=208) (n=88)



‘Home’ of Canberra nightlife
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Q. Where do you think is the ‘home’ of nightlife in 
Canberra? 

(Open-ended, n=1,837)

76%

29%

4%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

3%

1%

Civic / City / City Centre / CBD

Braddon / Lonsdale St

Kingston / Foreshore

Nowhere / there isn't one / there isn't a 'home'

Dickson / Acton / Other Inner-North

Specific venue in Civic / City (e.g. Mooseheads)

Manuka / Other Inner-South

Belconnen

Woden

Town centres

My home

Other

Don't know

Q. Where do you think should be the ‘home’ of 
nightlife in Canberra? 

(Open-ended, n=1,821)

64%

22%

16%

13%

6%

6%

5%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

5%

1%

Civic / City / City Centre / CBD

Combined (More than one, town centres, spread
out, everywhere)

Braddon / Lonsdale St

Town centres

Woden

Belconnen

More spread out / decentralised

Kingston / Foreshore

Gungahlin

Tuggeranong

Dickson / Acton / Other Inner-North

More than one / multiple places

Everywhere / all over

Manuka / Other Inner-South

Don't care

Around the lake

Other

Don't know



Attitudinal statements – by age
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0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+

Canberra's nightlife offers something
for everyone

Canberra's nightlife has plenty of
things to do

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+

I usually prefer to stay at home
rather than have a night out

I tend to go to the same places
when I do have a night out

There’s not much to do on a night 
out if you don’t drink alcohol

% Total Agreement 

(Strongly agree + Agree)



Attitudes to nightlife in local areas

8

I would like my local 
area to have more of a 

night-time scene

68%

75%

73%

68%

65%

63%

59%

Total agreement 

(Strongly agree + 

Agree)

It’s important for my local 
area to have a lively 

night-time scene

61%

73%

61%

61%

59%

50%

60%

People that live outside my 
local area are attracted here 

because of the nightlife

4%

5%

2%

2%

1%

2%

20%

Total
(n=1,356)

Woden residents
(n=169)

Gungahlin residents
(n=221)

Belconnen residents
(n=387)

Tuggeranong residents
(n=285)

Weston Creek residents
(n=126)

Inner South residents
(n=168)



Safety

I feel safe in the City Centre at night

40%

53%

44%

39%

39%

37%

32%

27%

Total (n=1,356-1,864)

Inner North residents
(n=475)

Belconnen residents
(n=387-393)

Inner South residents
(n=168-169)

Woden residents (n=169)

Tuggeranong residents
(n=285-287)

Gungahlin residents
(n=221-222)

Weston Creek residents
(n=126)

I feel safe in my local area at night

55%

50%

82%

52%

41%

62%

63%

9
Total agreement (Strongly agree + Agree)

Not asked for Inner North residents



Things to do
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There’s not much to do in the City Centre 
at night besides eating and drinking

51%

71%

55%

53%

51%

45%

44%

41%

Total (n=1,356-1,864)

Inner North residents
(n=475)

Inner South residents
(n=168-169)

Gungahlin residents
(n=221-222)

Weston Creek residents
(n=126)

Belconnen residents
(n=387-393)

Woden residents (n=169)

Tuggeranong residents
(n=285-287)

There’s not much to do in my local area at 
night besides eating and drinking

82%

77%

91%

91%

75%

78%

83%

Total agreement (Strongly agree + Agree)

Not asked for Inner North residents



Barriers to going out at night (Open-ended)

43%

32%

32%

29%

27%

27%

26%

19%

19%

18%

16%

14%

13%

11%

11%

10%

9%

9%

2%

1%

4%

8%

16%

22%

16%

40%

22%

20%

31%

48%

14%

12%

13%

29%

10%

7%

2%

2%

13%

4%

Parking (costs, finding a park)

Anti-social behaviour of other people in public

Want to save money

Public transport options don’t suit me

Atmosphere at night feels uninviting (safety concerns / lighting^)

Lack of cheap options for eating / drinking

It’s too far away from my house*

Traffic to and from the City Centre*

Lack of alcohol-free activities (lack of entertainment^)

Feel like I have already done everything there is to do (lack of options^)

Lack of venues open in later hours

Convincing family / friends to go out is hard*

Family or caring responsibilities

Nothing is stopping me from going out

Lack of protection from weather (e.g., shade, heating, air-conditioning)

Don’t know what there is to do

I don’t have anyone to go out with

Work responsibilities

Health reasons (to avoid COVID, disability)^^

I don't go out / prefer staying at home / no interest in night-life^^

Family / friends who I normally go out with live far away**

Other

Barriers to going out in City

Barriers to going out in local area
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Notes: 

* This code was not included in the local area barriers question wording

** This code was not included in the city barriers question wording

^ Verbatim collected in ‘Other (please specify)’ responses has been back-coded into these codes

^^ This code was added in after back-coding ‘Other (please specify)’ responses



Currently meets my needs

12

The nightlife options in the City Centre 
currently meet my needs

36%

41%

40%

38%

36%

34%

34%

32%

Total (n=1,356-1,864)

Weston Creek
residents (n=126)

Belconnen residents
(n=387-393)

Tuggeranong residents
(n=285-287)

Woden residents
(n=169)

Gungahlin residents
(n=221-222)

Inner South residents
(n=168-169)

Inner North residents
(n=475)

The nightlife options in my local area 
currently meet my needs

19%

19%

18%

18%

23%

15%

31%

Total agreement (Strongly agree + Agree)

Not asked for Inner North residents



Ideas for Canberra nightlife
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QE1. Please describe a night-time 
experience or activity that you had 

outside of Canberra which you 
would like to see in Canberra?

(Open-ended)

Popular events 
mentioned included: 
Vivid, Adelaide Fringe 
Festival, White Night 

Melbourne, Dark Mofo

Rooftop bars
Outdoor activities (e.g. 

eating, cinema/theatre)

Mardi Gras

Live music venues / 
concerts with 

bigger acts

Late night 
shopping and 
eating options

Night (food) 
markets

Christmas markets (as 
experienced in 

Europe)

Street performers

Walking around 
between activities, 

taking in the 
atmosphere



Improvements to nightlife (Open-ended)

23%

16%

15%

11%

10%

10%

9%

9%

8%

8%

6%

5%

5%

4%

4%

4%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

0%

9%

1%

2%

8%

4%

7%

15%

12%

10%

8%

12%

4%

6%

4%

6%

4%

6%

12%

6%

6%

11%

8%

3%

1%

2%

4%

2%

3%

4%

2%

3%

2%

8%

8%

7%

4%

5%

2%

Improve safety / security / police presence / reduce anti-social behaviour

Parking

Public transport

More live music / live music venues

More events / festivals

Later opening hours / more venues open late

Lighting

More activities / things to do / fun recreational activities / entertainment (besides eating and drinking)

More affordable food / drinks / activities

Well-maintained area / clean / attractive venues / invest in infrastructure

Alcohol free options / less emphasis on drinking culture

Night time markets / pop-up food stalls

Use of outdoor areas (e.g. seating, for food/drinks, open air events)

More family friendly options

More restaurants / more food options / wider variety of food

Theatre / performing arts / comedy

Late night café / dessert shop / quiet venue for conversation

More bars / pubs

More venues / places (in general)

More nightclubs

Venues that appeal to different age group needs

Not interested in nightlife / don't go out / not a priority / not needed

Art / galleries / street art / better use of arts centre

Protection from weather (e.g. under cover, away from cold)

Positive comment

Centralised venues / not spread out / easier to go from place to place

Sport stadium / or large concert venue to attract global acts*

Advertising / promoting what's on

Promote foot traffic / pedestrian only areas / walkability / maintain footpaths

Dancing / dance venues

Cinema / movie offering**

Make better use of lake side areas**

Recreational/fun activities (e.g. bowling, arcades, pool tables, indoor sports)**

Fine dining options / up market options**

Other

Don't know / not sure

Nothing / none / nil*

City improvements

Local area improvements

14 Notes: 

* This was not included in the code frame for the local area improvements question

** This was not included in the code frame for the city improvements question



Impact of events on City visitation

15

QD6. Do you spend more, less, or about the same amount of time in the City Centre at night-time when these events are on?

Note – the graph below has split results to this question based on how regularly they visit the City Centre: 

• Regular visitors include those who visit the City Centre at night at least once a month or more often

• Occasional visitors include those who visit the City Centre at night once every 3 or 6 months

• Infrequent visitors include those who visit the City Centre once a year or less often

25%

22%

15%

11%

8%

10%

3%

17%

18%

11%

10%

7%

5%

6%

6%

4%

3%

3%

12%

15%

18%

19%

22%

11%

8%

12%

14%

19%

17%

20%

10%

6%

8%

9%

11%

10%

11%

7%

5%

4%

4%

6%

9%

8%

18%

29%

6%

3%

5%

7%

6%

19%

26%

6%

5%

5%

7%

6%

11%

14%

3%

3%

4%

3%

3%

National Multicultural Festival

Enlighten

Floriade NightFest

Christmas in the City festivities

Winter in the City

New Year's Eve

Summernats Braddon Fringe Festival

Regular visitor & would spend more time Occasional visitor & would spend more time Infrequent visitor & would spend more time

Regular visitor & would spend same amount of time Occasional visitor & would spend same amount of time Infrequent visitor & would spend same amount of time

Regular visitor & would spend less time Occasional visitor & would spend less time Infrequent visitor & would spend less time

Regular visitor & not sure about time spent Occasional visitor & not sure about time spent Infrequent visitor & not sure about time spent

Total % who 
would spend 

‘more time’ in 
the City

49%

47%

30%

24%

18%

17%

5%
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