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THE CONVERSATION
Canberra Light Rail is gearing up for the next stages of its delivery with Stage 2A to provide 
Canberrans with a convenient new transport option from Alinga Street to Commonwealth Park.

Stage 2 of light rail is about investing now to ensure that Canberra is a connected, sustainable 
and vibrant city in the future. It will give Canberrans on the southside more options on when and 
how they travel, and cut transport emissions to support our transition to net zero emissions by 
2045. It will also help create better city spaces along the line where people can live and work, well 
connected by public transport.

STAGE PROJECT STATUS

Stage 2A –  
City to Commonwealth Park

• Preparing project approvals including an environmental assessment.

• Preparing to start utility works in 2021.

Stage 2B – 
Commonwealth Park to Woden

• Developing feasibility design.

• Preparing an Environmental Impact Statement.

In February 2021, Stage 2A gained environmental approval under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC) and the Commonwealth Government made a $132.5 
million funding commitment to the project. With EPBC approval 
now obtained for Stage 2A, preparation of further planning 
approval applications for the project are underway including 
a Territory Development Application (DA) and Commonwealth 
Works Approvals (WA).

As Stage 2A progresses toward construction, the project team 
will begin preparing a Commonwealth Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for Stage 2B.

Stage 2B is one of the most complex parts of the light rail 
network to deliver given its proximity to important heritage, 
biodiversity and the Parliamentary Zone. The route which 

traverses both Commonwealth and Territory land, crosses 
Lake Burley Griffin via a new bridge between the existing 
Commonwealth Avenue bridges, travels past Parliament House 
and around State Circle and then along Adelaide Avenue and 
Yarra Glen. The preparation of an EIS for Stage 2B is essential 
to ensure the project is respectful of the national area, meets 
community expectations and allows time to consider 
important environmental, social and 
heritage impacts.  

With these important activities for 
Canberra Light Rail Stage 2A and 
2B on the horizon, held a series of 
community information sessions. This 
report summarises key feedback from 
those sessions.



WHO WE ENGAGED
From 1 March to 26 March 2021, ACT government light rail project team engaged with the 
community through a series of information sessions.

We discussed the alignment for Stage 2A and proposed 
alignment for Stage 2B, including environmental impacts, 
connectivity to employment hubs, construction impacts 
and delivery timeframes.

We held 15 community information pop-ups along the Stage 2 
alignment from Civic through to Mawson, at some of Canberra’s 
favourite coffee shops.  We provided the latest project update, 
proposed alignment and stop locations and listened to your 
comments and concerns with the aim of taking feedback to  
inform future design development engagement activities. We 
partnered with local coffee shops and businesses to encourage 
greater community participation.

While in the community, the team engaged with 
580 stakeholders including:

• public transport customers and commuters 

• local businesses 

• local residents 

• special interest community groups 

• the broader community.



We engaged with a broad range of stakeholders. Feedback is informing 
design development for Stage 2A & 2B and will support the project’s planning, 
environmental assessment and approval processes.

Key areas of interest raised by the community included:

A SNAPSHOT OF WHAT WE HEARD
Of the 580 people we engaged with, most of their feedback was very positive. 
Comments included, “I think light rail is great as we need to get Canberrans out of their 
cars” and “we have just moved to Canberra and use the light rail everyday”. We also 
received feedback and support for a potential link to Mawson as part of Stage 2B.

We also heard some requests for more information about the following:

Construction of raising 
London Circuit/bridge over 
lake/project timings/NCA 
approval status

How and why the route  
was selected?

Length of construction and 
why it has taken so long?

Why was light rail chosen?
Why do trees need to be removed; can design be changed to avoid 
established trees?

How does light rail consider our ageing population 
and people living with disability?

What will the travel times 
be from Woden to City?

How is the community going to access 
stop locations along Adelaide Avenue?

How is flooding at Philip Oval being 
considered in the design process?

Will Major 
Projects 
Canberra 
consider 
a light rail 
route to the 
Hospital?

Based on this feedback we will prepare more project update materials for our community.



WHAT’S NEXT? 
In the coming months, we will be engaging along the Stage  
2A alignment to build upon previous consultation and 
surveys undertaken. This will allow us to better plan for 
potential construction impacts and incorporate feedback into 
construction planning. This consultation will also underpin 

the Stage 2A Works Approval and Development Applications 
expected to be submitted later this year. These approvals 
are assessed through the National Capital Authority and the 
Environment Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 
of the ACT Government, respectively.

Activities in the coming months include:

Community feedback and consultation 
is an important element of project 
development and ensures that your voice 
is heard.  We appreciate the time that 
community members have taken to talk 
to our project representatives, complete 
surveys, email questions and engage with 
project information to inform feedback.

We welcome your comments which will continue to inform the design process 
moving forward. Stay in touch with the project by registering here for project 
updates  https://caportal.com.au/tc/virtual/register
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