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[llicit Drug Samples Seized in the ACT
1980 to 1997

1. ntroduction

This publization containe dacs abept illizin drig samples analysed in the ACT. The data was

vellzcted by the ACT Govermment Analyical |abosatney (AC TOA LY and covers the pemod
feoo January 948G o Tecember 2997,

Lt 15 not the aim of this publicanen w draw cond lusiens from the dara bat rather to highlight
b bous trends and make coan perisons will caionglh ohserved mends. The data is presented
i acder 1o B 51 ailasle for health and erimenal research and for related policy planming.

A&l reterences are o ke ACT vnless othens sy stated R daia may be obrvned from
ACTOAL for use inappraprinle pesearch suedies

L —

2. Executive Summary

lo the ACT as nationally, cannabiz is by far the most commonly weed il drug The
auaotitics of cannabus seized by the police in the ACT have increqsed dramarically since 192

[ering this pericd the wse of hydegpanic wehniques for growing cannabis has become popt lae
and there har been 8 trend towards the growing of cannabis for personal ue, Ve hinle
cannabis has been seen that has not been grown in Ausinalia.

Althotgh the nomber of samples is low it appears that armphetamines are the nest most osed
illizit drug in the ACT. This alzo folloes the national trend.  The number of amphetamine
samples seized indicates that avallability and use are increasing.  Methamphazarming has been
the mesl commonly seized amphslamine. probably because 0 18 the simplest ampheeamine o
<yithesise in clandestine laborataries.

~atiznally there has been i resurfence in the popularity of designer armphetamines and LSD
i the L9490, These drogs are reponed (o be popalzr recreational drugs at events such as
‘rave” ammd *dance” partics. Such parties have increased in popularit among the late leenager
ta mid-twenties age growp. The populzrihe of thece drugs ic reperied (o b spreading o
general drug wsing groups. Mational househald surveys indicate thal the leva] of uss of these
drugs is substant il possibly higher than thar Bar heroin, The incrase in the seizures of these
drugs in the ACT in the 19905 ndicaes that s tremd 15 also e for the ACT.

Cocaine availability and use does ngt appear 6o be increasing, however there is evidence that
the problem s ereater than the number of cocaine sewures suggests. Cosaine base or "grack’
which 15 a majur problem i the USA has not been seen o anv signi fican extent i the ACT
which 5 comsisient with observations natonally. Naiionel Ronsehold surveys indicate that
cocaine i a populer drug of use, possibly to & greater degree than heroin.

The prewduciion of heooio in the South East Asia region bas been increasing in the 1990s. Thas
area is the major sowrce of te magomny of heremn in Avsealia  Juripg this period there hac
been 4 decrease in heroin originating fro:n the Middle East and Golden Crescent regions.

&




Folice imelligence reports than in the 19805 Yienamese gangs from Cabramatta kuve come o
dominag the smpaeracion and diseribution of heroin in the ACT and surmound g region, and appear
rer have contributed considetably 1o the increased quantities of hecoin available in this cegicn.

Sadnes 1s the main entry poioT and diswibueion centre for heroin and cocaine i Australin In
the 1%, there Tas been an increase i the amount of herem and cocaie mpened thioogh
Sudney. The close prosumity of the ACT 1o Swdney 1as resulted in & rise in a0 gilaoehty of
heroin 10 the ACT. Cocame availabiline may be follow ing the same trend.

Along with the i rease tn availability there has alse heen 3 drarmang 258 in the purc of
herann sald so addiets. This is the ceseil of & major chanpe w the acganisations wiich import
ad distribuie herodn in Acstralia. This inerease tn the puries of sureet heroin has been w idels
ressarted a5 bewng the cause behind an increase inmerdoses and deaths witributed te digroein
bath wn the ACT and satonally. Availzble cvidence sndicales thal e rise i pusit of herown
is ol 1he anly cause for the increase in oprate reloled momaline,

The use of anabolic steroids it imgredsmg In the ACT and police are finding thar the contsal s
of phammaceutical preparations are substirueed with voterinarn, prepdrdlions s fe sold under
the phirmigentical pecduae label.

(Clandestine laboratomies have beceme a rajor problem in Auctralia with a lavge number
detected mthe 19905 The majority of these laboratones produce ampherananes. Motor
crile pangs have become heavily invoived in these laboralorics and rhe disrihution of the
s phetamines produced. Clandesting laboraterigs hine only been an accasional prishiens in
the ACT 10 date. but this could exsily change.

It control of precurscrs by the states and terretonies theough lsgislalion appears 1o have
reduped the quaritics of amphetamimes produced. Fegently thete has heen an increase in the
prodocion af amphetzm ines in some Asian coentries. These Rctars may result in an increase
in e smportation of amphetamines fram 1ese codntres ta Australia.

L Ive iiternaet has inNuenced the papularity of iliicit drugs 0 the [9%): with infarmation now
ceadily available 10 the peneral publiz. Much af whis information regarding the effec’s und
dangers of ilheit drug use is misleading or ipcoerect. ATany of the clandestine laboratories rhat
have been wnooversd hive obtained recipes far the canthesss of drugs feom the internee.

-

3. Factors that Affect the Number of Samples Seized

The number of samples seioed Conthining sey panicular kil drog can uctuele Tor a mamber
of reasons

«  (Changes in drup use frends in e community.

* Changss in the quantiti#s of drugs preduced and aveilable. For example heroin produscsian
in Asia and amphetznine production in Australia have tisen 1o the (9005 (ABCT 1954,
1953, | 9%, 1997}

s Involvement of new orcanmsed grewps imthe produstion and diswibozion of drugs. In the
198405 Vietnumese groaps have becomns prominent in heeoin imporiatzon and distibonon,
and motor cycle gangs have become pramirent in the manufacture and distnbuticn of
ampleetamings (ABCT 1990, 1905, 996, 1997).




# Changes i law enforcement policies and techniques. These changes are influsnced by
Fapvors such a political climate, tevel of criminal acrivity, communiey CARCem s AL i
particular tlime and advancerienicin law enfercement techniques.

The adeption of the harm minimisation philesophs by the comprnity and police in the
giray 1990 has rasulted in & areater focus on the distribosors of illicit deigs snd mors
toleranae oveards wiers of it drugs by Lthe pohee. This may be a contributing Eactor in
the drop in the number oF samples il late 198405 and sariy | 990k,

ubilic conce over the increase in heroin overdnse deaths bas put pressurs on palice
larpes the herein scone m recent years.

Better detienion 1echiigquas have seen o reduction in large outdoor cannahis plantationg in
the 19%0: { AR 1904, 1605 190G |67,

* Legislative changes relating to illicit drugs can hay ¢ differenr <l oo Gilferent dngs
pacTic corly il they ane 1azpeted towardy a particular ope of drue.

In the 1990 Australian stares and lerriorics placed iepaslais e consrls an precunsors ol
chemicals used in clandestine laboratories. Police intelligenee indicares 1t he legiclaion
ngs reduced e quannitigs of amphetamines produced. Law enforcement agencies lear that
this may 3lso eesnlt i &0 ncrease i the aflegal imperiation of precarsors and
ampheiamanes (ABCT |99 | 995, [D5hs, 19%7),

« Changes o cpstloms ¢Bomts in detectimg 11hait drugs at the cusioms bearries will primarily
affect iripacted drugs such as herotn and designer amphetam imes.

——

4. Correlation Between Drug Use Levels and Data

The number of illicit drug samples does aat always reflect the ¢ lative levels of use bebween
different types of tlhoit drugs. There ane vartous reasons for this;

* Tl quantinies of drugs prodweed vr imparted indo the ACT fuctoate producing
fuctuztons it seirure numlers.

«  Differem organisations are involved with different bopes of drugs. Police would kave
differcnr degrees of sutcess i stupming 1he illegal activiiics of difterent groups particularly
when there are cthnic, social or e¢omomnc differences  Foraxample Chinese znd
Wietnamese groups are involved in heroin impodtation and Jiste ibuticn whegeis monr
eyvele gangs fdre involved in the manufachure and distribution of ampheamines (ABC]
I0a, QRS 1906, 07,

Any targeting by the police of 2 panicular drog npe of associmed cHoinal group wilt also
wirease te number of samples tor that drug ovpe. Pohlic concem guer the nerease in
heroan overdose deaths has put pressure on police (0 targer the hercin seene in recen years.

o Different people use differcnn ellicit drogs. Cotaine 15 an expensive drug, soits use is
laraely restricted to more afflnent people, These peopls can sell fund their habit and
therefore do not stract as much ahention fram the police a5 the users of other 1llicit drugs
(ABRCH 1994, 1905, (996, 199T).

1 Potenatial for Addiction. Fleroin use is far more hikely to 1sad to an addsction than iz the wse
of other illicir drugs. Addiction leads 1o secial and economic problems which in m leads
1o behaviour which attracts police amention,




Carc must be taken when interpreting trends in illicit doug use in the ACT regaon Ecom the
number of samples seized. The number ol samples 15 nar dirgcr]y proporticma] 1o 3le |eve] of
use and flocruangng i T o ber of amples ¢an be doe 19 mans tactars ather than lewels af
use. Relative levels of use for different drugs is also not directly related o tas relative
number of samples. The data needs to be interpreted in vonjumstion s id ditic from otler
sAmtrees  Data Trom publizations susds as the annual Austcidian Bineaw of Craminal
Inrelligence (ARBC ) Australian [licit Drug Kepons, commuonity drug use surveys and varous
punlicutions of Australian healih departments are used 1o help mterpeet irends in the ACT
diala.

Mg vse lasels ndicaned b the howselald somoevs and sehoal sefoees al=0 conmann Bizs As
1 o ber of paople surves ed i< small these would ba a large swatistical emor in any ase level
where few weers arne surveved. Thoe 1o she soipmy arached oo the wee of drogs such as heroan.
respondents may alao not answer questans guthfolly. 1o addition drue dependunts are wllegeed
10 ise uncenventural lifestyles (o homeless). reducing the chance o ns lwsiva i such

S &4 5,

5. Overview of the Number and Type of Samples

The namber of samptes reseived ar ACTGAT. Irom the Australian Federal Police (AFP) has
increased oover the perind FOR0-37 by an averare of 1.1% por vear. |0 the cose of non-
cannabis samples there was a sharp deerease in the number of sarples Broan July 1959 0w Juns
L2, Samples containing herain and omphatam ines made wp 1lee magonn of the non-
cannabis samples. Tnag unglear v s cccureed however there appears to have been a drop
in the quantities ot kersin impomed and changes in police operations (moee emphasis co b
minimisation and social justice) durne this period.

Table 1; Profile of samples reeeived by ACTGAL, 1980-87

Year Tatal Cannahis Non Aol
Mo | felooremer | Ma. e lmorase 5] T My Anleimass | Fand Toaal
samples Hmpic
T 3 R 6 5T 19.4
leg! | 48% 'E S 5 & B4 EETTE 5.6
LPZF | 498 | "33 447 %] T L i 333
(L b L R4 332 EK) TTE 111 233 B i34
T D EXIN ECE 04 85 |19 B4 L
1985 | o6 &1 |413 5! &R0 94 5.4 ERRT)
1926 | 93 112 |53 [ 73] T 5]
1987 335 aFs  [£I5 a1 #6.00 352 6.6 4.0
[0Es | 762 360 | 447 EXE: 53] ACERCE 3.4
1989 | 678 . <122 |445 , 0.7 &% 6 155 T 134
1990 | 524 N 7 201 159 P
1991 | 665 SRS 230 . 531 IE 774 16.9
ExFI R 105 |60l 21 gla 7 ) 124
R 0,1 | 644 TE T 33T 7B )
1992 | 104y 1E2 | &30 TEY TN Ak 1.5 20,3
s 1125 75 |70k L1846 622 426 e 3R
15k _ 153]1 1.3 1143 _ﬁl N % k[ -1b.4 a3
EEN I 4.8 451 260 351
Avirass T2 211
Average Increase T %4 5T 15, 7%

Spwere: ACTOAL DataCatteciion




Figure 1: Total illicit drug samples received by ACTG AL, 1980257
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Figure 2: Canoabis samples reeeived by ACTGAT, 19R0-97
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Fipure 3: Nan-caunabis sampkes received by ACTGAL, 1981197
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Cannakis was the prédorminant illiziv drug seized invhe ACT (72.8% of sampleap in 1980-97. Cver
this e e second most common ilicit Sows seized was berain which was found in 9. 1% of the
toeal samples or 32.1% of the non-cannabis samples. Amphetamines wers [Gund ind 3% of 1he regal
samples or 16.2% of the non-cannabis samples, The oumber of Samples sorraining heroin and thoie
cartTeL g @i phacamines ware approsimately sqoual in POEG-97, which appear: to be due to a shap
decrease in the numhber of hercin samples.

Fipure 4: Profile of samprles by type reeeived by ACTGAL, 195097
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Figurz %: Profile of non-cannahis samples by tvpr reecivid by ACTGAL, 1980-97
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satianally the nomber of iR drog sarples zeized is not available. but arest figrare s Bor
illigar deug offepces are svailehle (Tahde 7} As relative number of grresns will be sintilar o
the relarive number of camples for any particular drug this data can b= used o make
comparisons 1a the ACT data. Mational amrest (igures For drug relned offences fram [987 to
|95 were relativelv stable berween 2B000 apd JOOHE. Erom |954 amesis jumped b0 between
TEOOMD aad 93000 Cannahis relared amrests dookled from (395 to 19%4 and hesoime relaed
arvests doobled From 1993 to 19956 [ABCE YOS, 1095 19906, 1997 DIHSH [99%4)

Fram 1959 10 997 kerween 50%% to 83% of illiciy drug arrests national b were relaced
cannabis. Heroin and amphetamine related armests comprise e oiagocity of The rem ainder.
Heroin arreets have represented approximatels 8% of illicin drug 2claeed arrests. From 1931 10
984 there was a drop 10 a Jow of 434 before increasing Back to previous levels, From 1989 w0
1993 amphesamine relaced amests represenicd approsimately 8% af illicit druyg arvests. Afrer
1994 then dropped o approximansiy 3% of todal i3icit drog arrests. Cocaine related armeests
have remajned lpw 8 bees than 1% and dropping to bebow 0.5% after 1992 (ARC] 1903, 1995,
Pirdd, 1BRT, DHSH 19941

The dip in the number of samples containing heroin seized i the ATT is also seen in the
national arrest figures relating w heroin (Figure 71,




Figure &i: Number of illicit drug arrests, Australia, 1989-%7
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Fipurs 81 % of non-cannabis illicil drug arcests, Australia, 1989-97
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8. Cannabis

The maponity of sampbes receaved aad Lthe bulk of material is Eer cannabis, From L9800 w 2997
sanples somaiming vivnaabis epreseated 66 10 3% af the tmal cembses af samples.
Satignally, by 1994905, cannabis related amests represenl $0% of illicit drug amests (4B
1823, 1903 1994, 14971 Lwring this period there was an increase 10 the number of cannabis
samples serred in the AC T by an average of > 7% per vear and an wnerease an the weight of

cannabis material of 27.9%% per yvear,

Cannabis has bawen the prtfcn:d illicit drug since the (Y605, with a slgn:ﬂ:anl NCEase W0 Use
during Lhe 19E0s (DHHLOGS 1993,

Figure 2 show s the thiee vaar rodling averages of the number of cample< whizh contain
sannabis. The increase in the number of samples s relatively conztant over ihe pencd of the
data.

The wiriphn of cansabis macendl received shawa a high rare of increaae from 1992 1o 1397 of

DM

servations i ACTGAL indicare thae the increase in weaght of camabis maenal seized n
e | B#Hlg 05 rraindy duee 1o fresh plant macerial. This s bighligheed in Frigee: 40 and Figupe
f7 which show the numiser and wenght of cannabis samples scized i six monthly pericds. In
ihe second hall of each vear the number and weight of seizures was relatively constani.

Howey er. since 1992 there 15 o dramatic cise inthe first half’ of cach vear due ta fresh cannabis
plant= seized a1 the end of Lthe cannabis grow:ing sexson. Cannabis plant seizeres penscal
comaina small aumber of planrg indweaticg 4 mend towards wsers growing cannahas far
personal use,

Table 3;: Samples containing cannabis received by ACT AL, 19480497

Yeour Tolal Yop. | *a Incrense Towl Weipht [Kp) *a Increase
LGy 360 : B8 )
L2931 Ebk | 3.6 N -E5d
L9g2 H7 : L _.'_'ll_:-[l; ) i 4
LK Iy . -14.0 b -19%%
1084 g2 0.0 533 57
iags T 32 3| 57 71
1946 3 245 41284 G503
1047 L3 33,1 B -A3E.6
1QER 417 545 L2ED 120.7
1530 Hs5 nv LR -3.5
15H) b5 L35 8.0 L.
1543 133 Nk 135.0 114
1602 &1 §..'=- J87 R HLEPS
1543 &+44 2 My 25
1004 R .49 G131 710
Toad TR -t3.6 4155 -23a
1208 1146 £3.7 A2 4 1.4
15407 HE =351 S3ED 273
Averesge Ansual Lacrease 5 274%,

Sobrer. ACTGAL Fraiw Cadleoned
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Figure 10: Samples Containing Cannabis Raceived by ACTGAL i & mibhy
blocks. 15980-37
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Tahble 4;: Cannabis seizures over 20 Kgs received by ACTGAL, 1956097

Year : Manth | Weight (Kep Material

1942 . Februury 1563 Flantatisn

1956 | [1gher 37 : IR0 Blocks of Flash
1992 IFebraary ! =6 2 Plants & Vegetahle Matter
PR hiarch 1z 43 Plants & Vegewble Mamer
19492 Mrazh 21 Vererable Maner

1992 May 20 20 Bhrcks of Hzsh

1992 S eI . J20 Plaars & Yegeabie Maher
19935 Marck 23 . % Piams

1995 Marck 4 12 Piands

ey T T T Al i Flams £ Vepsrable Mater
1993 Maw att 25 Plans & Yeaerable Mamer
1704 Februasy L 17 Hiars

1504 : February ; 15 11 Pidnds & v ererable ¥ amer
199l March 70 16 Fiarts

174 Decembsr [ T Plants & Vegetabbe Matier
Ity Dyt w1 iy ] Plans & Yeoerable Marmer
L Febnear Tk 26 Plams

s ] February 49 2 Plants

I hlanh i Tlanw & %'epgeble Maner
g Frbrwary 3% =% Flans

1T Janupry 61 40 Flaols

T TebriEany £ Fianss & vepslable hater

Souese ACTGAL D Cpdlecran

Polige imallipence indicares that improved paolice derection merhods have influenced cannabis
produatian methods in she 19905, Large <cale planealinns bave become less commion.
replaced by smeller plantations with scatiered plants in inolated noral areas. 1n the cities.
srraull ard lurge scale indoor and hydropoanic planations have become popular (ABCE 19041
993, |99, [9973,

ACT police report that capnanis is grown in backsard plocs, indaor ivdroponis sa3bems and
small planiations on cullying nationzl park or farm land. The AYF v Canberra also reported
Lite Lse of elaborate by droponic constractions i Liehted shipping containers and Baildings in
i strial areas Toc srowing cannabis (ABCT (6],

The use of hydroponac systems amd indoor plantations extends the orowing season, decreases
the chance wf detection, increases the siee and AMermahvdrocennabing| (TG comnent of the
plancs and ingreases thear growath rate.

[y diropomically cultivuted cannabis has become more commoen among ACT wicuees in the
late 9905 with cnawy plams denved from cutings. This has alw been reparned by police
elaswhere i Ausralia. Cettings are 1alen from koawn logh THC comea 2rmate plams
ensueing & aood quelity crop for the grower. Police have alz0 reponied on the illicit sale of
cannebis cutiings for use in hydroponie cultivations {ABC L9%4, 1995, 1996, 1947,

In ehe garly 198405 thaee was a drgn it The avaalabiling of cannabis mateeral, apparently
anmikutahle o drought conditions affecring cutdoor plantations. [noabe Jate L3902 the use of
imdeor and hydropenic plantations hes resulled 0 a conslant availability of cennabis (ie no
mure seasonal fucteeions). In 1997 Victorian police reported that 90%% of cannabis matenal
seired was hvdropomically prown (ABC] 1904, 1995, 1096, 1997 [n the ACT ssazonal
Huctuations i e quanninies of cannabis sei2ad are s1ill econrring which rmay be diee 1o the
colder weather. This does nod mean thal there is a drop in the availability: of dried cannakis
materizd in the ACT in the winter months.



In 1902 che ACT Shwgs of Dependence Aot 1932 was wmiended e allow for “simpls cannabus
pifenge nofices’ 1o be 1ssued by poliee for the possession of wnder 23 grams of cannalis
ancfor & plants for personel use. In | 9946-7. &5, 5% of cannakis affences in the ACT were
simple caanabs offence pances TABCT 1597

The intreduction of “simple cannabs cffenee notices' does ngt seem o have had 2 noticeakle
€fFect on Lthe number of camnatis samples submatted in that or the subseguent vear, This
carrelates with the 1995 Manional Drog Stratesy Howsehold Sun ey which found thai the
decrimrinalisslion of cannghas i the ACT and 54 has ool reselied in g greéaler beeel of
cannabis use 10 the ACT or 54 (DHFS 19950 This is supparied b ke wurnber of cannabis
offences per head of population which an the ACT in L9397 was the lawest 19 Apstralin | ARCT
[y,

Hewever the weigho of canmalus seiesd in e AC T did repicd Iy iesrease in 1992 which mus
have been partly due to & misundersmading i the cemmuenits of e changes 1w 1lhe Ao,

The 1993 Watiowa| Drug Stmnegy Flowseheld Sonves found that many veople in the ACT were
wnaware of uasre of e cluangss o the AT Drvgy of Depenidence Aor S35 in relation ta the
possessian of xmatl quanditics oF cenpahay for personal vee (OHFS 19951 Police i the ACT
itlso reporied Lhas misunderstanding emong offenders who had grown planis for their personal
wse beleeving they were oot contrasemer the Act. In $4 where deeriminalisation of zannakis
has &l securred, the survey alse fownnd o high level of misonderstanding in relation (e the
feaal stans aof cannahis.

L — o

7. Heroin

From the beginning of the study in | 980 to the and of 1988 the num ber of heroin sarmples
tecewvad at ACTGAL increased at & steady rate. [n 1980, 20 heroin samples were oeee ived, oy
| GBS this had riven 1o L 16, The average purite of the samples eemamed constant over dhis
pericdd at g averaps of 127 6%

From 1989 4o the end of 1981 the number of spmples received dicraased dramatically, [ e
wecond hall' of 1991 only 3 samples containing heroin were received. From Janean: 1991
July 1682 the punty of samples alss showed a sharp decreass 1o an average purity of 12.3%%,

Ikt material sewced before 19492 had the appearance of 3 Bae white o light brown calewred
powder which cowsisted of heroin cut with an apent such ac gtucase. Fram 1993 to the end of
1he study period both the namber o sipnples and pucits have inereased Jdrunatically w tevels
far above those seen in the 19803 1o the scoond balf of 1907, 36 samples containiug heroin
ware Tegeived, slightly dowm on the first hall of (997 { (D3 samples). The average purity of
1he sarmiples recerved in the second half of 1997 was 67.3%. Much ol the material scized after
| %93 has had the sppearance of sofl white solid martrial known as rock” heron.

I proportion of armests dincetly related to heroin at the aanicnal [=ve] also showed 4 drop
The early 19¥s {Figure 81 [n 1989 znd 1990 and after {994, more than 8% of ilicic drg
amesty were related to hervan. Betwesn |9%] and (994 this propention dropped to just over
e, Tnothe ACT the progoction of ammests directTy celated 1o heroin was (03% i 1992 riang 1o
[1.7% in [996-7. Nanonal armest puinbers shuow 2 similar 1rend until | 993 whan they
dramatically tose to over thres nmes those of the early L9940 (Fremres o & 7 (ABCT 1904,
LS5, 1996, 1997, DHSH 1934). [t appears Ihat the dip in the number of samples which
cartiimed heroin seized in the ACT in the carly [990s was not unigque o the ACT and
suggests that A drop in the avaalability of hecoin in Austrelia was part of the reason for the dip.
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Care must alwo be taken when using nembers of herain seizore 2nd herain related ame:d
Figures e estimate the level of heroan wse. Due to the palice anenion than herotn depenidence
attracrs, using these figuaes would cesult in an inflated estinsane of the levet oF wsg 1o the

COM MUy,

Eihty pereent of the hermin seczed 3t the customs barmer comes from Sauth East Asia w il
e veatpaiader Toomn (e Maddle East and Goldes Crescent (A fglanistan and Pakjstang. The
quantties of heroin seized a the cusioms harmier have consistently increased sinoe 21 leas;
(WY AEC) (D3 1995, T, 10aT),

Price 1o 1997 1ke impartzd heroie wias oswal v iothe form ol 3 powder Bn sance then rheeg Das
eren an increase inothe appeacanee nf graculae hercin wich higher ponine Crock” herain), B
|9%6 many jerisdictions reparted that the majarite of hesoin seized was in the thrm of “Tock”

Teroon CARCT 1994, 1905, 19996 1997

In 1983 police imelligence indicated thae eriminals of Chincse exieaction cnoinued oo
dominale the herpin impartation and distriburion frade with some Yictnamese growps
vperiing from Cabramatta establishane a heroin octworh partly independent of the Chinese.
The Yigrnarmese panes were selline ‘rock’ heroin dicecty to the strest. cutting ot traditional
disoribhtion Jevels and resuhing i the deamanic et i e punine of herain iy the 1990
These gangs opetatig feom Cabrarearma have e 10 doammate tle heroin trades nothe ACT
cegion {ABC] bR, 1903, (996, [997). The apparent drop inavailahilit, of heroin in the
carly 1Mk may have allowed the Yictnamese mangs 1o enter the hernin im portatinn and
distribrution seene.

Swdney is the main impormation and disiributon centee For herain in Auvarali and the ¢los;
prosimity e Syvdney has resoleed in high avaitabilios of heroin i the ACT. Heernn is usually
am peried from Svdnes into the ACT rerion by metor wohicle. Some ot the large seizures
during the study have been from police intercepts of lacal heroin buvers retcrmine from
fydner with 2 purchase (ABCT 1954 1995|996, 1997).

Heroan packages seized n che ACT have atten sonlained up to 4.4 grams of “1ock” heroin
trally wripped ina foil which ic then wrzpped insude balloons. Bolice report that these small
packapes ate offen concealed inthe mouth and swallmaed (f necessary. Thers hive been
repons of courters transparting the packages ntemally through cosoms

Polive report that in the L%20s hermin has been readily avatlable tn the major centres with no
prolonged shemages. Most jurisdiction s including the ACT reported that prices came dowrn
over the period of the swdy 2ecompanisd by anincrease i seizure nombers  Falicg conclude
thas their activ ities seemed to have had e effect an the availability of heroin (ABC] 1994,
VoG 90, TaTy

The sharp decrease in the pusiny of heroin samples n 1997 corresponded [ 2 decrgase i the
number of heroin samples colleced, indicating a lack af heroin supply. Profies made from the
sade af hetein are affecied more by the quentity sald rather than the parite of tee product.
Druring & deop a0 the asailability of heron, s2llers mav try to maintain their profits by cutling
the heroin more.

The drop and subsequent dramatic incrcase in the pereent of herain relaied amrests and
yuintinegs of heroin an the ACT n the 19905 appears to be dwe 10 major changes in the herain
seene. 1t appears that in te sarly 1980s the availability of heroin from overseas decreased,
résulting in a drep o both the quantity and punity of herotn available in e ACT. The

subiseq et Jramatic insrease after 19490 appears 10 be due to chanoes in the overseas sources
supplyving ihe Australian market. and changes in the orgamsations importing and distnbuling
heroin it Australip. Clianges in the overssas sources are demonstraled by the change it the
appearance of the heroin matecial ever the 19005, A1 abe same time Viemamese groups from
Ciabramatta became prominent in the hergin importasion and distribotion soene in Australia.

The decrease n the number of heroin semples in the ACT in the early 1990y is also seen with
amphetamines. [0 is therefore anlikely to be only doe to a drop in the availability of dneps in
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1he cominunity, The drop an the number of sampies may also be & eeflection of the mowe
o ards the herm minimisacon phalosophy by palicy makers and the pelice. resulting in a
maore elerant attilede toowards illicid drop waers.

Tabk 5 No. & purity of simples containing keroin received by ACTGAL, 1980-37

Pernsd Total tn ol 5a mpl-ea. Toral AYETHEE | Sandard
Sumber | Foaal Fqin- Weigh “a D+ Enfion
Cannabiz | {gramsp Heroin
January to Jane 1550 1 1.7 06 2 27 (B 150
Iu;v to December © 980 ] 14 8.5 1.8 ERNER 12T
January so Jume L¥EL 1t 5% 314 Qo 207 (8 iR
LJI.-Il:r Iis Dtumb-:_r__t‘ﬁ"ﬁd_ ..“ =0 MS 149 337 (&) 123
Januar: o Jume 1532 14 25 124 Lk 230 C 1) 113
July o Decernber LDED 3 O T L1l 159 (%) 7.4
Januay tn Jure [K3 ) B3 117 a6 | BT | T
ily E[J_(‘Ef_ril‘_l_wr | T&3 1 L9 i2E L.z L3.0 4% b
“January o Junt 1964 45163 494 WE [ 2022%) 1
July 1 Deceraber 1984 ik 1.0 A7 4 34D 195 (19} 150
January o fune |55 4 TR 55 | 31 T(14) 1% 5
Jiely g Decgmber 1995 K 113 alx Ml g T
Jancary to June [9%6 R T7 3B+ 345 | 252 {4 50
July wr Beceimber 1454 n %1 00 k1 1XH 18.8 (10} 1.2
January te Juns 1987 di B.1 235 454 153 {6 P
" Sul 1 December [9E7 1l Ed 26 61,3 179 (3] id
Jankacy K Jwhe 14988 d6 17 3L 21.1 21163 TR
Tuly 10 December 1788 Q 177 372 516 215 (3] 124
_Taneary 1 Jung 1939 ] | 12.7 " 173 150 (2] .0
Tely 10 December 1959 ki) TENEY 73 | 158 (4 '
Tararmy T Jane 1950 17 ER I 1512 114 19 2 (A 55
Fuly 10 [ecember 1990 31 FER 4: | 355 EX
_Janeary 12 June 1991 1 28 T3 i 105 31 | 1.4
Tl 10 December 199 3 & 5. 21 IFIEAF
Taruar fo lume 1997 B 42 10 o |REn [T 9a
BiEly 10 Dwcember 15092 13 2l Ha R 121 1590 (3] e
Fenuern, o Tune 1993 [ 1.3 533 504 | o2t 194
July v December |33 49 1713 IR 557 12N E.?
Janiary o June 1994 o3 34 . AL 2% EF R EN 158
Tily 10 December [9492 o3 B2 1 190 159 | 3x3{13) e
Twnuery oo fune 1995 4 a3 234 0.4 6.7 423 (Il
Tuely 0 December 1995 70 154} AT K R EE
Taruan g June 19946 £2 29 453 ST X N
Tiely Ao Cerrember 15095 L) 105 i 1694 GLOdEe) 143
Twruary 1 lane 19437 103 127 ;424 1584 2014135 LK
Tuly w Dwgembes 1997 L) V1| 94 21288 T3 {25) )
Average Q2% 323%
Average Jap, 1980 - Der, 1904 T
Averagr Jun. 1995 June 1997 5T 5%y

Yo

earce ALTGAL Derler Collestion

Pueiiy war am determned for all samodes, Sirures (4 eaoders nding e vhe Hlirfer crfoued

From 1985 o 1945 the proportion of the Australian population 14 vears of age and over wio
tr3zd heroin remained low ar under 2% Lesc dhan 1% of these wsed heroin in the previous
rcar mdicanng that the noumber of carrent users 15 10w, For wmphetamines these Rgures are
6% and 7% respectively and for cocaine 3% and %, These daa sugpest that the level of
heroin use in the Australian community is iower than that for amphetamines and cocaing
(COHFS 1995, DHSEH 1994).
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Figure LY Total wit of heroin samples received by ACTGAL, 1980-97
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Table a: 1lerein semrures received by ACTGAL, 1980-97

Year Mon th Weight of Pow der Purits
(Erams)

(R . Fanary 13 I 2y

] ' d1tq

1%EL June | 25 2053

: 7 ! 3BT

R June Jdh Ly

Lag= July 19 G55

§ e

L4587 Apnk A= 0%

1GRA D ber 5] [ L8

=l Ry £ bR 24 L,

LTS . Angui n 2%

| Qo i wlassh K : a1%e

o : Fehruan At : B

k] . “dar-h | : &%

) S5 June &Y : 3%

. 41 7%

L K 1 Oinber n 44y

1693 lanuary | 1%k 610

i L3 i)

LT Fehruu— . 1 ’ 4y

19494 M pril 1T ot

15k June ik 3 5%

1596 Septemher g LY.L

16 b

us B

149491 I April 1% 1M,

1907 U ~ TV 5D i

1997 Seprernber 53 Ed*a

|ag~ Sepdecnbtr | | t5%
%07 Dceamber 1% 1% )

TOiT Decamber 2N 75.5%

Sempies oot separatyd by lags ane from By same secare

= Attemprted smpocttanon of eoos (G SRR KE TR QL arrnTs

o Atteeupiod importanoa g heroin from sverseas fo on addredss o Canberea
Bunrce  ACTGAL Patra Oolleciiar

There was # dramatic inorepse in deaths due to heroin io the 19905, The increase in hezoin
purity of the streed has been Teported a0 the press as caesing This merease. A study by Hall W
and Drarke 4. [1597) reporied thal the number of opicid averdose deaths in Australia rose feom
T0in 1979 1o b4 in 1995, However the srady concleded thar " The factors that have probably
contributed 1o the incredse are increased purity and £hanges 10 pattems of polydug vse and
inteeLing behaviour, A1 presant the specific contributicns of these cawses to the farge increase
i averdose mormaline are uncertain.’

Alvhough beroin is generally injected, police repoet a growing level of use by professional.
affluent socic-econamic and ethrec Asien proups whao stoke 1. Little palice attentuon s
drawn (o these groups ac they 210 fund Lheir babit and consume in privaee | ABCT 1996).

L — .
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B. Amphetamines

The teem amphetamines refers to drugs which bave the basic structors: of the drog wrmphetining.
These include methamphetzmane. as well as Lhe desipeer deugs 5.4-
methylenedioameth v lam phatarming 02 B A and 3.4-methy lerediocyamphetamine or MDA,

Amphetamines seized it the ACT have tbypicadly boon white 1o brown calonred powders
usually containing methamphetamine and oot with a0 ageat sueh as glueose. Few seiznres of
1ablets conlaning amphetamines have been made over the perind of this smds

I'he bk of illicit metanpleunnine sold in Auskalia is domestically prodeced whereas the
Lulb of she illicic designer ampheamines is imponed. Police fear thal tighter precursor
legislation and the increase inthe produciion of amphelamines in Asia may esuly oz
dramatic mcrease in the quantities of amphetaming and ey pheanyioe macrial impored
from thal region (ARCT 99, 1805 1904, [997].

Wietham phetamine HC | crystals or “ize’ i 2 major problem anothe V54 110 faken by
mhalimg the vapours after hzating. prodice inge an intense ffeel. [ 35 highly addices e From
[ 980 o 1997 nege of 1195 materia’ sas seen in the ACT althouph “ice” wae seized insome
Apstealian jurizdictions in 1996-7 (ARCT 1997,

Mo samiples contaming amphetamines were seiced in the ACT beragen 1980 and magd 1981,
Simee Then the wacnber ol sarmples bas incaeased wp ondil Jely 1990 when jus: under 40
samiples were subntined ina half vear. From the end of 1990 10 the middie of 19%2 the
number af samples coneaining amphelamines decreased dramatically to Less than 140 in the
tirst half of 1992, This decrease starts one year afar 1he simbar trend occurred with haroin
sumples and reached 2 minimum af the same Tioe. The aumber of samples concaining
amphetamines inereased after the waddle of 1992 t reach levels above those previous|y seen.
In | 994 a9 the Gege halfof 1997 the number af samples containing amphetamines show
peaks of closs 10 50 samples 0 hali’ 3 year.

From 1980w 1997 anphaamines represenied on average 4.7% of illicit drug samples and
15,3% of non-cannzbis samples. From 1987 10 L%%7 the average was & 3% of illeg drug
samples and X2.3% of non-cannatis samples.

Tlee pereral rend is an increase v the pember of samples which contain amphetamines oyer
the peeriod of the study, however there are repeated fuctoations. Peaks can bé seen tn the firs
halves of 1983 and 1987 the second halves of L9030, 092 and 1993, and the fizse halves of
1995 and 1997, These peaks may represent the entry of o new source of amphetamines mto
the ACT repon.

The weight of amphetamiaw material seized i the ACT fluctualed orver time (Figure 123 01
s doaninated by geven large seizures which necurred in six half year perods. Generalls the
amount seized is in the order of 22 arams per half vear with the ¢zception of the six half vear
periods whers an average of 470 grams of matenal was seized, The peaks an the nomber of
samples containing amphetamines in the second half of 1989, 1992 and 1993 and the first hall
of 19495 coure late with these peaks inhe weight of a phewatnine material seized.

These observations may b due (o a sporedic sepply and smeall number of importers of
arnpharanines inlo the ACT at any one 1ime. The large seizures are not foltowed by 3 sudiden
reduction in the number of samples which sugpests than the police. ahhough successful
detecting suppliets, are having Little efiect on tie supply, This indicates thag the amaunt of
ampheiamines available in U cornmeuzity 15 gaeater than the numoer of ;amples and weisht
weieed SUERETS




Berwzen the middbe of 195% and the middle of 1995 the number of amphetaming samples was
carnparable with those For herain. making then egual second an nuriber. This was oot due 6o
an increase in the number of samples confaining smphelamines. caer a reflection of the
decrease in heroin samples.

The ACT ariphétarning seizurs aumbers and weight, adicate That ihe wse and availabilis of
arnphetamines, although sporadic, i increaging inthe ACT.

Erom 1983w 1995 the proporticon of the Awstrilian pepulation aped 14 vears or more which
had cried amphetaimines remaingd congland at approxinaels 5% making anaphetanyngs (he
secaond most usedd illicit drugs after canpahis. The proporicn of the population who had ssed
ampheiamires in the previgus sear alsoe remained constant at approximately 2% indicating
that Lhe number of current users was also constant §COHFS 19985 DHSH 199694),

There i< avidonce rhae spgpeses thal armpheramne use 15 becormg more af a kealch problem
in Ausrralia with the number of wsers cotering programs for the mesmment of amphetamine wse
increasing tenfiold in Western Australia berween 1958 and 19794 (ABCT [9%).

Figure 15 Samples conteining amphetamines received by ACTGAL, 198097
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Table T: Samples contaimmg amphetamines received by ACTGAL, 1980297

Perind Tatal Number “a af Rzmples Tolal Weight
Total | Sea-Cannabis [grams}
Januar bo Juns |36 ) 1] . n 0
Juiy e Decemiper | HRi 0 o . 0 g
Jarsamy e Jwne 155 ] ] ] i
Jeby 1 Decembner 195 1 LA 2.2 UERE!
anuary 12 June 1982 2 Wi 24 L2
uly 1 December 1482 3 1.2 1.5 1]
Januacy 1o Jume 1983 I 4.3 2.2 .6
“ICR to Ciccember 1983 % a0 194 %3
Junuary e Juna 1381 2 L Z.0 4.6
duly 10 [ecember |45 I 4 | 115 |-
Januany 1o Jume 198 5" i T8 [ s 491
“Tuh 10 December T9E3 3 K 23 B¥
Tanuar 19 Juye 1984 1" 4 15.6 5%
_Julv1g Decembar |36 _ 9 1 = 129 24 .
lanuary 10 June 1987 e 4] 1rz a4
Fuly 1o Dcenber 19487 e 69 0.5 0
lanuary 1g June 1988 27 14 206 il
Tul= no Decenmiber [9RE a7 &% 4.1 EF ¥
lanubry 1 dune 198Y it 3k | A | 2ad
Tulw o [hecember 1359° 1 142 T3 e k]
January 10 June 1990 S &8 321 555 _
Lals mo Decennber 1990 a2 (234 M7 kb i
Jatwary = Jume LO21 5 Tl 419 LI
luly to December 1391 17 S and 350
_lanuany 2o Junr LRG3 T I 6 7 EE]
Lalx 30 Degember 1992 ¥ 6 a4 b, 5
lanusrs, o Jume L1993 11 24 1.1 124
Tuly g Decernber 19934 Hi 93 2 5120
Tar pary 20 June 994 4 24 5.0 9.5
Iulv ro December 1994 s 6t el e B4
January 1 June L ioie 14 3 4.4 2453
July o December 19050 45 . B& q__ 144 iSgS .
January oo Jume |G il 27 6.4 JE0.B
July co December 1996 3 a7 153 19.4
larpary 7o June 1907 18 ] 4.8 J45.8
July "o Uecember 1397 4l £l LE 3 A
Aversge __ D d M 16,30 1035 grams
Average 987 1o 1397 290 6.3% | T35 T TEEE grams
Avcrape Welghl Exeluding Seven Hall Year Perbids with Larpe 235 peams
Seirure Wrights™ o )
Average Weighl [or the Soven Hall Yegr Pevids sweah Large Seizues | 47001 grans
Wenghoa

Source ACTUAL Dara{ altcc/ion

Amphelamings are the second most used tvpe of iHkit drug in Avsitalia after cannalvis. This
1= nH reflegied i the mational amphetamine amest figures which ape only higher than sose for
herown from 991 12 1994 when the number of heroin oelated arrests show a dip [(Figwre 7).
Ampheatamine related arrects remained relatively constant with a slight riss from 1593 to
13966 In [995-6 and [996-T beroin arrests dramancally increased tr well above those Tor

27




ampheiamines. As a percent of iotal arresss there was a decrease after 1993 from
approximately 84 10 5% (Figure 8) (ABCT 1996, L7995, 996, 1997, HSH 1994,

In the ACT she relative pomber of sanples seieed which contninesd wnphstaniine amd heqein
indicate that amphetantines are weed less, Af the nanonal leve] the relaave numlses of afrecs
does ot seem 1o reflect the relative level of use lor heroin and amphetamines. &g samples
und seizutes are ¢lesels refated. then inthe A0 [ amphetamines may well be used to 2 ereaiec
degree then Jercin.

Inthe & | i 94, &.9% of male and %. 1% of fomale year |2 students reported that they had
tried innphetanvings. with 8% of males and 7.5% cof females using in the last year.
Approsimate |y 20 ol male awd 2.3% of female vear 12 studerts reported that thes had 1mied
rargatgs. This leve ] of uae 15 far Jow e han that Tor amphistamines and provides sreng
cvidence that ampheramine use is greadoe Thag Teroim wee in the ACT comnumi

(Fhung H et al. [9%8). This apparent conmadiction benw een relative armest or sample numibers
andl celative wse fevels s not unexpeeted, The uss of amphaiamines 15 nof as likaly o lzad o
addictions A5 the uge of beroin Addiction leds i siuations which attract pehee attention
such as resnruing to crime to fund the habin of (gvolvement o ahe easily visible "junkie sceng.
Ampheiamune wis tends to be oocasional and seercatinaal which is recre difficult for police oo

LiTwel.

Figurs 16: Wt of samples containing ampbetamioes received by ACTGAL, 198097
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Folice intelligence indicaces that there have been some changes in the prefémed mode of
wdmimstration of amphetamines in recent years. Tradittonally amphetgmites have heen raken
b anasal insufMatien (snoring ) howeyer injection has been paining popolarity. Some
Jurisdictions in 1997 repoated that inpection was the sole method of zdministation (4BC[
LO&, 1997 Sinoe 9B in il ACT there have betn numerows seirures of sstinpes which
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hase been Found e coatain amphetlamines. Some of these syringes have aluw contained
heroim.

Tr 1995 & beipun coenpa ny was purchising diphenfiedramine from leginmate chemical
corpanics and then miiaing My dreg wih smphetamines. Diphenhvdramine. an
aniihistamine. is reporred o enhance the effec1s of amphetamines up o ten gmes. Mumgeags
amphetamine seazures tarosghout Australia were faund 10 comam this chemicat in 1993
(ABLD 199G [0 the AC T seven samples containing amphetanving 13 w1l of 22 prams of
proweader) wegse fownd to ulso coniain diphenhs dramine in 1995, A further naa sanples
containing & rodal of 115 grams of powder were found Lo contain diphenhs deameins wnd
chlarpheniramine. another 2ntihoiaim e,

Aniphetamines seieed in the ACT are gemorally Af loawve paritye which rellects the national Tend.
The averape amphetamie punty of seizures throughoatt Australzan o 19954 was 7.4%%
{ARCT 1008,

Falece imtebingence (rom all jurisdictions indicanes thar close Rt areanisation: sich as motor
cwgle gangs are hederly amvalved i ihe manafacture and distribadon of amphetarnipes  There
hese alzg been reprons of the wse of am phetamines in the transzon industmy to combar the
ef¥ects of sloep deprivation (ABCT 1994, 1995, 199, 1997}

Tabk 8: Large seizures of amphelamioes received by ACTGAL, 198097

Year Month Weighl of Powder Ampheramine Farily
{Frams}
I¥E5 . March - 333 Methampnstamine 267
£ AL 143 pethampasiamine T
47 Pathip e laming 5955
|G December 111 Meéthamphgaming 5Ty
| 2 July 138 Menamphelame 515
| G & Tune 132 Amphetamine 3.7
995 Crecember 280 Methamphoramine i
19%4A Mar 117 Ampheaming 12.7%a
196 Ty=ng 226 Mehampheamine ML)

el pog sepaedied By fA2s dre fren the some reepey
Senrcr ACTORAL FAna Caalecdion

8.1, Ampheiamine

Samples containing the drug amphetanine represent 2 small propartion of semples seized in
the ACT. Unver the period of the study an average of $ samples containeng ampheamine were
analysed per six month period.  This represears © 3% of the tota) samples or 1.4%% of the non-
cannabes samples. Six peaks can be secn in the number of samples, the largest io 1987 when
27 sanmples wers meesived,




Figure 17: Samples contsining amphrrtamine received by ACTGAL, 1980-97
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The weight of samples containgnp the drug amphetamine show an increase from the middle af
1994 1o the midd e of 2994, The tulk of the manerial is confined 16 vve lares seizures. This
would indizate that The police have beer succescful in targeting ipnponers and distribuators of
amphetamine ineo the ACT  There 15 il so 3 sudden drop in bath the aomber of samples and
the weivhl of amphetamine eontainang matenal @fer the last large sezure in May 19946, which
wiwld suggest either the amphetamine supply s1opped or police operations were successbul in
diampting the imporation of material into the ACT. Before and after this period 1he quantite
of amphetaming conaining matenel seized was small.

Folice imeNigence and amphetan e s#izare numbers in dustralia show that amphetamine is
nol penerally seen in great quantities in Australia (ABCT 994, 1995, 1996, 1997} This is
probalily due te the preater availability of metbam phetamine precuriors and the simpler
synthetic pathwiys which can be empleved 1o make methampheearnine ag oppaged
amphetamine.
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Table ¥: No. & purity of samples cootaloing amphetamine received by ACTG AL,

1980-97
Perind Todal %, ol Samples Tl Average | Standard
Sumber | ju:a0 - Hone Wrighl % YDy latlon
 Cantabi; | terwmi} | Amphetamine -

Jaswar, 1o June [T n L I 0 _
Julv e | decemnker L6 0 0 [ by
Januany 1o June 1941 1] 1] [i i !
July o Cecember 156 | I i 22 0.0% a0l
Jamsary 1o June 1442 | 0.3 1.2 0.3
Juls o Crecemater [A2 0 ik M [F
Tanuan 1o lune 1985 "o o B o
Jaly o December 1GR3 ] s T 117 Zgd) nl
Jznuary be June [984 i L L 03 156410
Julv po Diecember [EEE] E Ik 1w 1]
Jarwary 1o fune L#5 z [.0 10 0.6 41013 43
Tuly te Dicember 1535 5 [ 10 13 X [EHY B
Jancar 1o June LiHG D [ .b b4 24 328430 1.4
Tuls to Ewecernber 1984 £ 3l T:4 197 246 (T) 1%. |
Januacs to fune (08T a7 I T Y 6 5 IR 1.1
July 1o Pwoembee 1537 9 L % 24 3 _| 12
Lanuery o June 1953 z 12 6.1 18.2 E2 (3} 4 |
UHLR ['.I:i:En_tl;u:': 193E 3 0.5 1.4 a3

~Jernary o June 1959 7 T ad 44 ET .
July 1 Decernber [959 1 3 LI L3.7 I 02
January 1o Juae 1990 I3 2.5 1.4 L35 47502} [0.6
July to December 990 : 1.4 ib 2.4
Juziuaary e June 15401 T L 2.3 4.6 il
Juty to Deceriber 149 k] (K7 5.4 1.2 B3] g+
lanuary e Jume 1992 L .2 1.q 1.4
hu's vo December [532 6 1% T3 9 4840 a3
Januars o Foree LS f 1.2 L L i
10t 0 Degamtber 443 0 14 T 0T i

“Januar oo June 1§94 4 0.b FIC 277 TE{T L i3
July e December 194 | 3 | O 7.5 2%.4 16.341)
JanAc, o) bune Loes 3 = 1.4 |58 & a1e7) 3
1uly 1o December 1543 3 LI Tzo | ma a1 {41 0

T leneany o June L5R6 3 Lo 4 13248 54 [d) =1
July 10 Deeceraber 197340 2 nl 1.1 0.4 9%}
Japuare to Juge 1997 | 0.1 0= Q
July 10 December 1957 3 0.4 RE 0
Ay ETape S0 | 1.2% FET FEY: 138% |

At P was m;.;:."erer.n-n'.rpe-d_jbr all ramples ﬁ;_;urt.': in Brackers indwrare the number zrsoved
Fowrrre; ACTOAL Harta Collectior
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Figure | 3: Puriry of amphetzmine aamples received hy ACTGAL, 195097
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From 1980 10 1997 the purity of amphetaming material seized in the ACT has remained
relptivaly constant and low ar en average of [3.8%. In 1985, 1956 and the fiest halt of 15790 4
i ber of camples were seized with & muck higher than average party, Fhis uswakly

indicates the material was ssized further up the 43smibution chain pioe to dilution G sect

level purity,

Table 1 1: High purity amphelamine secoares received by AC TGAL, 198097

Y ear Muonch Weight of Powder Purity
{grams)
ETT) Apnl 1063 [ FELM
1585 May N2k : 1854
1556 ) April {542 2475
1986 I Al 0.500 12%
1986 T Iy 0.520 A3
LK) Mlarch 0217 ET
} B lure 144 T
Soaroge A{'m.-".f_. .{.;'u'!ﬂ Latlecticn
£ X




8.2 Methamphalamine

Merhmphetunine 15 the muesl commen amphetanune foond inillicit drag setares in the ACT
and Australim {ABT] 1994, [9%5 1905, 1967

Fpwre 20 deprets the number of methamphemine samples seized inthe ACT. 10 show s o
envélopes. one from 1987 10 the end of 1971, and one Srom the second half of 1993 10 the end
of 1ke study pericd  Methamphelamine bas been fourd in 3.3% of wotal camples or 11.2%% of
mn-caanahis saniples.

T drop in the number of methampheamine sam ples afier 1990 was also ohsgraed wilh
heracn samples, I 1992 Lhere was a seizere containing 3 laree quantne of methamphetamine
micetial siiggesting rhit the drop in the numter of meothamphetamine samples was not due 1o
a disrwprion in the suppiy of methampherabine. Faloe sepoet thar angtlam phejam ine ks
renerally been readiis available in the P90y in Australia (ARC 1994, 1995, 10%6, [797),

In 1985 a clandesnne laboraton wag datgeicd by the police inthe ACT. The lubornon.
eperated by a quealified chemict, was svnthesizing metham phetansine. The police seized 252
gram s of powder comainrng 6% methamphotamine.

Figure 2I): Samples containing methamphetamine received by ACTGAL, 1980-87
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Table 12: %o, & purity of samples containing methamphetamine received by ACTGAL,

LSE-97
Prriod Toral % af Samn ples Tota| AvErage Slandard
Mumaber | Toa Foon- Weipht e Dher il iog
[asmihis (grami) | Metbamphewsminee
lanpary e June 1930 n 1] [ il
Tuly 14 Creecrnber L930 1] 0 i} 1)
January o Juny LYRL 1] i] 0 1]
Tuly 10 Lecember 981 0 0 0 1
Tanuay W June (2% T (T L2 i
Tuly Ao Decerrber 1727 K] 1.5 4% L
lanuan. o June ngl 1 [P 212 1N} TH 40N .
July 1 Leesezpher 19835 i 1.5 4.5 H hH (3] L D
January oo June “HE4 _1_ _ L) 11 4.3
TIuly b December 1984 E in 0.0 1
Janugrs ta Juae 198 N &4 ZlrA 545 RLERRRE A hd
I 1o December |955 2 07 2.2 L2 17241 0
January i June 1986 I T3 . _ie
Julv I [december 1986 [ oA | 13 1.3 15 {1}
Januars o lune 1957 7 L.2 ik i} 12.0 {1}
July o December 967 li 49 [ 147 3.5 g
Janwiry o June 195% E N IEE: 152 124 {4} 1.0
Juls to December 1968 13 25 122 3T 15 {3} n
Jismzry 10 June 19549 |5 i 14 128 8.7 13} .4
Jaly bo Thecember [9ES 2 22 &9 UM X 57 1Y% 1Y
" Januars 1o fome 1990 iF 13 03 0D 3.0 (7}
July o Decemiber [Pk [ 4.5 12,1 5.1 EEIEY iz
Jenuary 1 Jun= 199 | 117 5 | I8 o Ax4 v (5 10,1
Iuls to December 14951 Iy Y E T2 [4) 57
Janvary 1 luns 1937 A 1.2 . 9.1 a0
Julv o December |52 |2 3} 4.6 AL La by ) 1.0
Januwary 1o L 158 3 1.0 4.6 1.0 47 (1)
Julw 30 Crecemiser I‘::PE!S bt b7 155 220 L) | 2R
lanuary 16 Tune 1984 ] 27 IRE L6 49 [T} 2.1
July 1y Cecamber | G a3 Ll LE.2 531 ER-NRRT 2.2
Jargary 1o Jung [F45 kLe LR ¥ 1% IT25) e 1.7
Tuly 1o Evecember L90S 14 2.3 139 EERA TV T 13
Fareary o june (506 .2 14 ; £.5 ZLF 21N K]
Tiely 4o December L5 *3 53 by s 49 (5] 50
January to June 1997 b 57 R AB.8 27613 o I
Tuly 12 Degember L9497 13 16 _14 5150 I
AVErLEE 3.3% l..2%: Bl.& 5" ERc

o JEF e DT exciudg SR D0E2D

L4 Figure SI5-JES mo fncluded

Neir  Puraty wat nov dererstined for all samples. Friees v bravlers indicae e npmdyer araepaed,
Somree, ACTERAL Dang Callecian




Apast lrom the clandestine Iabaratowy in 1985 the bulk of mareeial conthintng
meihamphetamine was seized after 1988, mostly fom onby five ceirures. Both the number of
samples and weichl of material seized sugpest thal methamphetamine wse and avadability.

alhougl speradis. 35 increasine,

A few seiures of 4 red liquid which comained mothamphaiamine occurred in the ACT in
190, The iquid was in small vials and inosyringes indicamng ther it wag injected. N further
ceizures have boen made since 1990, Mumeroos seizures of 2 reddish brown liquid contaming
methamphetamine have been reparted by other Australian forensic laboratories since 1985,
The liquids are acidic and contain cphedrine o1 pscudecphedrine, iodine and many ¢iher
pmpurifies, These are believed 1w be the rézclion mixteres from the comeson of epliedrine
o praddoephadring foomerhamphetaonine wsng bvdriodic acid and red phasplioris. e 15993
{rucensland police reponied tha “ox hlaad ', a red liquid which contring amphetamines was
erowing in posalaris fABCT [894),

Fipure 21: Wt of methamphetamine samples received by ACTUGAL, 195397
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Table 13: Largs methamphetamine seizures received by ACTG AL, 1980-97

Year Maonth Welghe of Powder Furiry
(prums)
| BES tarch Jd53 5%
IR5E v ember P | +.3%
xa 1.4,
(LT Mg ust 140 T.0%
Gt 5.9%
193] : bt ! 14.% | 4%a
B June 16 o
19 August 261 ' T
1%} Oharober 1.t e
| Ty December 1.4 Gds,
1% | March : 13n 7%
Wl Tume e T
TUu2 Seplember LL N 54ty
18.7 19,79,
1991 December T TE LA
P00 Taruary i1.0 LS
1593 July FET] 5 1%
1593 Movesber 53,7 1.1%
1994 Februmm 268 4.5%
1995 Wovember 172 CETF
G 5%
1958 ] %Jarch : 112 3.5
143 A pril | B.2 4.3,
1935 may (4.0 T.0%
.0 Ak,
ok Cecember 7.4 4485 i
T XAy
1995 T Dheermber 2840 Fre
1596 June 224 1 3%
1907 Ap=il 230 [
19T Crclober 26 7 T1dt

Nermpley not separdied B Fines are from the same selibere.
Eonecr  A0TEAL Diafer Codivetred

From 1950 1o 1997 the purty of the matham phetamine samples saioed in the ACT has been
low a1 an average of 7.1%. Afer 1992 there has been a slight decrease in purity kevels toan
average of +.4%. This slight decrease alsa cocurred in other jurizdicrions. [t1s behieved 10 be
Jue to a reduction in the domestic produoction of meathamphelaming resulting from the states
resteizting the availabiliey of precussors throoph legislation  Police believe that distribugors
are diloting the available meibamphecam inc further in erder 1o maintsin the quantinigs of
material o 1he strést T doing this, the effect on thetr peofit fram a reduction in the
availability of methamphetamine i manimised (ABCL LB, 105, 1966, LGAT),

37




Figure 11; Purity of mretham phelamine sumples recesved by ACTOGAL, 1980.97
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8.3 EphkedrinaPsevdoaphedrine

Freudoephedrine is a common pharmac cotical available ta the communin without preseripiion and
is 0f the same class of drugs as the amphetamines. Cifferentiation is not abways made betwesn the
natueallx accurring drug ephedrine and s svathelically produced steréoicomer presdoephedring
dunng routine anals sis of samples an ACTGAL. Peaudoephadnne s siemalicant as < landesting
laboratory investipalions throughout Australia indicate that it i the most compmon precursor nsed
i the illicit produstion of methamphetamme. Ephedrine and pscudosphedrine are also commen
additives i illizit preparations conlaiming anipdistaming azd metham phetamiae,

Clandestine Taboratory inveshgations cartied oot by Ausralian forensic laboratores have found
i1 thefts wf ephiedrine and preodesphednne from pharmaceutical supply companie: ane oecarming
1o supply clandestineg |aboravorjes.

Table L4: Large ephedrine/pseudocphadrine seirures received by ACTGAL, 1930-97
Teir Manth Weight of Powder {prams)

158G AU ox
Gl Febouany (-
1553 Febzwar. ikt |
1554 Aupust S

o Rarwrs alre conna T TR TING,

W TR pelEre contncd Innan doparanls. Morar okl pesile, Mo guarnrtes of wiite paweler and e
guantiter of drown pawder  The powdent comamed poesdpephednine I @means diat e tis
FUARTEE of whirfe pemdey were finered oot from Toblett which were ground L WSIMg My marngr
a.r:ld'_r:rﬂr!n'c Fhe v quannrics of krown pl:'h#ﬁ'-" W np;llﬁr:.g grad had an a-,!_g.a.m'n:' chemical mrell, these
ore ptosi lnk2fy e result of fuiled amemprs fo preduce methamplutamine frem prevdocphedr ime.

Srargr ACTGAL (ara Collesion
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B.4. Designer Arnphefamines

Ihesigner amphetamines have the samé basic structure as amphetamine with g swhstivitions
and have greater hallucinogenic effects ihan methamphetamine. Many are well knowm by
their street names such as *Bostasy ™ (MPAA or 3 4matbclenediovmethylamphetamine ) and

“Eve” (MEE or 1.4-methy lenzdions cthy lamphetamine ).

Figure 23: MD¥ 4 (Ecstasy) tablets with bird imprint recened by ACTGAL

These drugs are geoerally presented as tablets or capsules for ingsstion whizh often have
imprinted designs {Figwre 23). Ancxception is 3-brognae,5-dimethoxyamphetaming (TOR]
which 15 generally impregnated inte small paper squares called ‘tiles’, “tabs’ o7 ‘Tickets'.
Tiwese tiles’ wsurlly Rave designs printed on ane side and are usually thicker than [SD iles
iFigtre 74). Some powder preparations have also been seized. [ s unknoum whether thess
were to be pressed inte tablens o packaged inta capsules peior i sale, or were 1o be Zakén by
nasal insufMlation [snorting}. injection or by mixing wab drinks.



Figure 24: Thick 'files’ lmpregozted with DOB, Szow Flake design, received by
ACTGAL

0 designer amphetamines woere seired Dirtween 1980 and 1988, Since LIRS s average of
three wumples have been ceized per wear. This Iow number of samples mey indicam a o
supply or low demand for these drugs in the ACT a7 it may reflect the difficulty police have in
targeting lee distibwtors and users of designer amphetamines.

The punity 01 the designer amphetamme preparations vanes considerably within cech tope of
drug. The vast majesiny of designer amphetananes are impocsd inw Awstralia MOMA s the
mast popular with the counenes of ofigin predominantdy the letherlands Eollowed by the UK,
|mperiaten has increased dramatically in the | 990s foom little evidenee oF im portztion in
V993 e |69 seizeres of amphetamines, predominanily designer emphetamines at the custEms
harrier i3 | 9%0-7. The sexrures i 19957 contaned 38.7 kg of malerial. [n recent vears there
hac been sone clandesyiae laboratories detected in Sustralia producing designer drugs [ABCT
(9o G5 | W96, 19497

There has been a change in the profile of users i the 195405, In 199] MDOMA users were
described ac contined (o a sobesel of experignced dryg users with & median age of 27 (aBC]
91} [ 19967 seses were descmibed as more mainstream and designer amphetamines as
wide |y used drugs with many voung ieexperienced users [ABCL L#7).

Police intelligence indwates an increase in the popularity of these drugs in the 12903, Police
from all jurisdictions repor that designer amphetamines are gensrally wsed by oecasional
(Ls&rs @l ol fent events such as “reve” dance partics and more recenth nigh clubs,
however their use is not confined o these events. As these users dg not afract police
afmecntian they are ifTicult for police talarmel (ABC] LS9, 1995 1986, 109T).

Wainformation specilicalls o the ACT sitwarion iz available from the ABC] Mieit Drog
Keporis. however theee national trends are likely oo be followed here
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Table 15: No. & purity of samples containing MDA received by ACTGAL, 198097

Year Priotich : Freparation Parity MEA Frr Dasr
Lo Mlaw 50 Tableds ¢ 1 150 rgp ) 1 36 mg
| g Jarnwar, 20 Copawles Y1274 mp) 15 % QT mg
Lt TE b3% M a
(REH Januan, 23 Copsules $20375 mes L . b mg
: 3 Capsules L LE0 rn&] ML M3 g

Sawrre ACTCAL Dara Conle oon

Table 16: Mo, & puriry of samples coptaining MDMA received by ACTGAL, E9RR47

Year Miach Freparation Furimr MDA per Dk
1R December « Tables
[ Lelk | AUZLE ifl my LR
34 Capaules (63WS ma) B L Ll1%.2 mg
EXE Apri; P Traee B i
2 December . 515 Tablets (05142 mg? TN ] mie
| 4tes Februar, Capsules (554 mp) 2%
L 90 befax i Tab (Al DOE)
E Moy L Tablet {196 my) (A lso WOE
g [T T2 TamieT (91 gy
h o T Tabiet {204 rap)
EoH Mherember 3 Tablets {263 My a1 3% §T3mg

Souree, ACTCAL Ogna Collgcnen

Tahle 17: No. & purity of samples contaiming MOE received by ACTGAL, 1950-97

Year Month Ereparation - Funity MDE per MNose
1994 Feoruars 2 Tables Ma ! Hia
! Trace MHa | Ha
1996 blay 1 Tablet (246 mg) (Alsa MLA: M.z E
1997 fanpars 24 mg iz N

Xownen: AUTGAL Daree {Collecricat

Tahle 18: Mo, & purity of samples confaining DOB reeeived by ACTGAL. 1980-97

Year | Month Freparation DR per Thise
I19EE Trecember 18 Tiles'
19464 Movermber | "Tilkes"
1991 Angust [ Tikes

13 “Tibes' 'I.-'-'I:EE"T”E‘
14xd Xeplembeér L i [T
|+ Checember I Tiles” _
14Krs | January 50 Tiles’ 1.66mg" Tale’
190 Taruar, I Tiles I 2 3%me Tike
| e aw [ “Tiles” (Alad MDA

Samples ot Separated bl lInes G front (e tome Seimurs
Raurce AT A fF ada Cellecieon
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Fipure 25: Samples containing desipoer amphetamines received by ACTGAL, 1980-97
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[7 che 19905 hetween 2 and 3% of the Australien population aged 14 yvears and over kad tried
eosiasy. [he proportion of the sopulation whe used ecstasy n the previous vear Temained
constant al gpproxamately 1% indocating the number of carment users 15 low (DHSH 199%4).

L the AT in 19946, 5% of male and &.9% of female year L2 studenis reponed that they had

tricd designer am phetamines with wse in the |ast vear reported by 5% of makes and 3.4%% of
Females (Phune I o gl 1998),

These surceys indizate a level of uce of the designer amphetamines shave that for hesoin.
This is nol reflected in the number or quantities of desiimer amphetammes seized inohe ACT.
This apparenl comtrudiction betwed relative afrest o7 samiple numb<rs and relabive use levels
15 pot anexpecied for the same reasons ontlined under amphelamines.

o —

g, Cocaine

Cocaine is a stimulant predominantly available as the hydrochloride salo in Australia. 1t is usually
adrrinistaced by nasal insufflation (2oarting) o snjectoon.  The base form known as “crack’ is
smoked and is highby addctive (ARCL 1894 1995, 19036, 1997).

Tl LS 'erach” hiw redoeed the ¢ost ol a doge of cocaine allowing the drug to become popular
armomg lowet ingome eamers. It is the illicit drug of choice in some areas of the USA, The laek of
seszures of ‘crack” in Australia tndicate that it is not a problem i Australia {ABCT 1995). This is
alsa true for kthe ACT with only one sewzere of cocaine bass in 1999 resarded, Police believe that
at! illicit cocaine available is impored from South America (ABCI 1997). The number of samples
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centaning eocaine sei2ied in the ACT has been small at an average of .75 of toral samiples or
1.0% of non-cannabiz samples. The data does not indicare thal the number of camples is om The
inzrease.

Figure 26: Samples containing eocaioe reccived hy ACTGAL, 198067
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Figure 20 shows fve distinet blocks of samples (July (982 12 Tune 19585, Januan 1986 te June
1987, darowary [958 to Junc (990, Januap. 1981 w December 1992 and Juby 1995 to June |996)
possibly due eooa aparadic supply of cocane 1o the ACT, The large cocaine seizures lired v Fohle
2} are spread amang these hlocks of samples butl do oot oecur a1 the end of the Blocks. This would
sugyest that although the police are Binding importers of eocaine, it is having little effect on the
supply o the ACT. This weold fanher sugges? that the wse of socaine o ihe ACT is mone wide
spread chan the nmber of cocaine samples suggest.

The number of cocaine seizures in Australia indicarcs that it is not a major prehlem. The numbet
of g2 izures and quaniities seized have remained relatively comstant over the past few years. Since
| 989 pocaine related arrests naticnally represent bess than 1% of wetal iHicic druy armess with u
shght decrease in the fite 1990 (Figure 5. Acial arest numbers have been celstivels congtant
since | 9849 with a slight increase in the tast vear {Figure T1ARC] 1993, 1995, 19346, 1997, DHSH

(9943,

Cocaike reluted amests in Austalia have increased in the pas vesr s have custom seizure numbers
and quariities [ FigareT). This indicates that the avaabibity and use of cocaine may be on the
tnerease, This is reinforeed by repogts that the price of cocaine has dropped in the castemn states
including the ACT (ABCI 17972 In |97 coxaine seizures represented only 4. 3% of all illicit
drug seizures at the cusloms barmer. The huylk of cusiom and domestic scizres coourred in WS W
and 10 partizular Sydoey. In | 9967, Th.6% of customs cocaine seizures were mads i NSW
indicating 1hat Sydney is the main importation 2nd disthbuTion site for Australia. This is Swpperied
by pobite invelligence (ARCL 199 7).

1M the number of samples is an indication of use then cocaine Is not & highly used itlicit drug 10 the
AUT. Dhe to Lhe hagher price for ¢ocsine in com parison to the more wide|y vsed illicit drugs s
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use i confined to lhe more afffuent market. As a result i is maore difficult for the palice o arget
the distributors and users of cocaine and the number of sampkes may not accurate [y reflect he level
of use in ahe coet il miny

from 19582 w [ 993 the proportion of the Australien population |4 vears old and over who had tried
aacaine was approaimnalzly %%, The pooportion who had used cocaine in the previous vear
remained below 19% indicating thar e qumbser of cutrent users 15 also constany (CTHITS po%s
LIHEH 940 In both categories the level of use (& below than fior arphetamines and above thn
for herein. This contradices the nationad apd ACT seizure fieures for cocaine.

The ACT AFP hay mepsarted rhe wie of cocaine 1n youne professional gmoups but due 1o the low
numher of detecnicons they fund ac daffaculy o g2 information on the distribution and wse of
cocdine inthe ACT. The ACT paobice heteve thar cosaime 15 non RZegly available for tkase seinliont
gontacts in the cocawne ecene and 15 not ofien sald a1 screet lewvel. Totelligence from nther
Juersdictions indicales thatl cocsine 15 used by the maddle and wpper class, 3y yvoung professicnals.
and wn ke Aight clubs scene, [ue 10 the expensive nature of the doue its ose is conlined 10 the more
affluent whia can fund 1heir coan habit Police Seel 1hat due 12 the difMfioul ke in gelecting cocaine
@i and distribution il ic dfficuln to evaluate the bevel of cocaine use ib the commuoaity and it ma
e groares than detcenion levels indicate (ABCT 1996,

Inthe ACT im L9, 5% ol male and 3.4% af fonale vear |3 sedenis eepueted teat ey Jad tried
cocaing, with M of mazles and | 1% of females using in the last year. This is comparable to thoss
who i cricd Berain {Phung H o al, To98),

The apparent contradaction hetwee retalive arest of member of samples apd relatie uss bevebs s
nol unexpected. Cocame wse 35 not a5 prane o bepd v adddiction as b use of heron and due oo the
higher price for cocamne <ts use 15 restricied 10 the more alfluent marked. These factors ard the
clozed natuee of the coraine marhel means that police ottenlion is nol drawn 10 this soene,
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Table 1%: No. & purity of samples containing cocaine received by ACTGAL, 198047

Perind Total e of Sampler Towal AvEFage Slandurd
Mumber | 14eq [ Weeirht Y Devimtign
Campgbls | GRFARR] Cognioe
canuary e lene 480 & | & -3 I
il b Degemrber LRBG i i) 0 LH )
Jasazrs 1o June 1931 1 ih.4 20 0.l
Tuiy b Deserber (981 G ﬂ' 0 T
Januzr o June 1982 & [ J 1
Jalv to Deeember E952 s 2.0 .5 0k
lanpars to dune 1933 4 |.* L 2% G ILh
“Julv 0 Decemiper 1955 B[40 1.9 N 8.2 13} 03
Janary o June 1984 . 0.7 20 k2 2302 33
Julw i [receker 1984 = 1.3 6.3 5 Il
Janwary 50 Jyus 1985 i . 14 i
“Julv 10 December 1985 I E 0 i
January 10 June 1986 3 .a 14 L3 7 a7 4001
Iuls g Dregemier 1954 2 ns 24 L& L
Jaruary 10 Juns 1987 1 02 n: a
“hul 1o Decerber 1987 0 i G i
" Januaes 1o Turg 198% 1 0.3 P £ Ba001)
b, o Jecember [958 - 1.5 27 0y )
Jumuar, b bune JGEG 5 1.2 EE 814 T3617) R
1wt December 1056 A 5 L9 4.5 0.7dn)
Jznuary o June 15540 K 1t 1.8 0.5 L7140
Juls 1o December 1990 ] n 4] ]
Jangars 10 June 1951 : 1.3 1.E 1.8 B
Telyv o Decemper 199] : [ LB 6T LR
Janaary 10 June 992 . 0z 1.6 Ky
Jily 10 Dpembear 1992 q 1.3 L9 0
" lanuan 1 June |99 1] u Q 0
Juls o Decermber 1993 2 0.5 1.5 0
Jonuar. 1o Tung |95 § [z BEE iz 28 65 13
July 2 December 594 T [ns 1.3 L5 EEETF
Jarnua o fune | 935 ] 0.3 W] in I ETEY a1
Juby e Decerber [543 2 04 [ FRX ns L1241
Junuary oy Jube |9k + 6.5 3z 25 22
duly 1o Degember 1906 d da (1] 7]
Januar. o June (G897 a LH [ o __
July [0 Dectmber 1997 3 0 Ld 0
Averape E] 0.7 1.5 45 6%

Npte: Preins wes med detormined for il sampdes. fTguees (e Grckels indicade the swmbar assaed
hearce ACTOAL Danr Coffecefon
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Figure 27: Wit of cocainc sammples recenved by ACTGAL, 1980-97
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Table ZI: Large cociiae seizures received by ACTGAL, LBS0-ST

T

Year Month | Weight of Pawder Purity
i (RraEis)

|95z Crrober | 514 G50,
952 e e \ 5B 4" L5,
1983 Decsmber | 75  Basa
983 Pecemzer LT 5%,

, 7.l 5Hy,
1954 Tin# el Iy A,
19%5 : Febnuary (] 175 a
I %E9 ' Junz El.: Qs
[ %3] Ciciober 257 AT n
[ 9= Aprl il Irae

."Tr.rmpn'l.'i Al .h.']-:h'.'l:."u:ir.'.'-c.l' .!:l_'r Praes d."n:'ﬁ'(.lm The xame reizure

. Foetad i w Jorrer oddeditod so the LAOWT Mmoo SnEe _i'"re'.l'u:.l':l:
" Found iva fetay

" Parcgn!ape Fofers ta the MCT salt aF oraing

Sowrey, ACTOAL D Cdlvvdion



Figure 28: Purily of cocaize samples received by ACTCGAL, 198097
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The punns of the cocaine samples seized from 1930 to 1997 «azies greaely. The punty of the
cocaing in the large seizures however is generally high mdicatiog that she cocaine 15 usually
cud afer importation nto the ACT, Purity Bgures for other Austraizn junsdiciions show 1he
same vanation (AEC] 99, 199, 1906, [99T

o —

10. LSD

L50 does nmt appetar T have heen a3 popular drog of wee in e 19805 s fews senoares wereg
made. Lnthe 19905 L5 became mare popular as shown by the steady inoresss in the aumber
of LD samples. As with the designer amphetamines it ic diffieult for the police 10 tanget
distributors and users of LS00, therefore the number of samples masy nal accuritely reflect the
level of use o the community.
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Tabie 211 Mo, & dosage level of samples conlaining L350, reccived by ACTCGAL,
1086-97

Feripd Toml %y of Sampica Totul AvErage Stapdard
Number | ol Fordl- Dioses LSy Dpsr Devlation
Lannahis T0:4)
lanuiry tp Jure 1960 ] og 1.5 L TOLO 1)
Tuly 70 Crecerber 150 o 0 0 0
Jamam 16 June 1441 | 0.3 il 4 23
Juls 40 Decemoer 1980 L . ] I
Japuars 1z June [9E2 I I i 51 26t
July no Deeeiszer |98 I <+ | .5 I
Jaruars e lung 1983 1| L1 Y] ]
Juiv ia Docember 1953 Q f 4 L
lxmuar o lune 1984 [0 P B iy )
Juls o [heeomiber 19284 ] H | i )
dinwary o June 1985 a ik 1 Lk
Jubs to December 1935 1 L Il |3
" Fanwar to June 986 z Ik I8 3
]u|_'. [i» Lrecernber SUHG I} i} i i} .
]nnuu.r:.' o dune 12T v} i3 f a .
"Il o Decernber - AT i 0 f o '
Tanoae e Juce |DRR I} it i3 i}
faly b December L R3E o ) (k a
lanuary to June 1932 i i 0 Q
Jaly v Eecertber DRR< [ 0 ¢ i
Janaansy i hape [ 1] il ] i
bale oo Decem ber R} n 0 _u o _
lanuany oo Pune L50 n i o ]
Moy e Decemnber L9 | 3 140 34 el
January (o darg 990 L i ] d
My ta Decernber L850 z 06 24 205 A O T
Jaowary o June 1453 0 A a- |
Jube 0 Lrecember 25493 x> i}.4 1.4 ]
Jaowary o Jure 190 3 4 Jl e B ERYE Ik
July to Decomiboer %% T | & 5 S059.5 454 1) 153
January I June - 03 4 it 37 I 468 (4) N
Jafy o Dhecember 3855 4 0o | & Ll 3L 04 194
lapwary o June 19% I l.2 5% 43 FE 3 (MM 17.2
July oo Deecconber - 6 (R 33 125 413 5.5
Narwary g Jure 1407 1 .1 4 e
Jaly o Tecember 17 LS i d i 1d 1.2 (11
AVErRgE 14 % 1.1 S0L5 oy Lhate .

Yorer Desage fevel aor dererpuned far all sampies, figures s drackets indicate she rumber assaoed
Kourewr ACTOAL MBrta Celleeticn

LS50 15 generally presented imprégnated % imall paper squares called ‘ules”, "tabs™ or
ickets”. Those (les” ugwally have desgns printed on one side (Frgarre 290, L5000 §5 2iso
found impregnated intce small cylnders called ' miceodos” {Figure 30
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Figure 29: Faper ‘tiles’ impregnated with LED, strawberry design, received hy
ACTEHGAL,
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F igure 30: *Microdors” lmpreg;n.ﬂed mth LSD, reerived by ACTGAL
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Crwerseas palice intelligense beleeves 1hal the worhl supply of LSE 35 produced by a small
nurmber of prople 1 San Fransisce. USA, The drug is then shipped across the USA 224
nverseas predeminanily to the LK and MNetherlards for prepacation into dasage Forms such as
Wiles” and “microdars’. Awsialian police inielligence believes that the L 51 available in
Avsiralia originates from overseas with the prsal swsiem as the preferred merhnd of
inporation (ABCE 1994, 1993, (9696, 997,

Australian LD seizures indicane a resucgence of LSD papolanm in the (9905 with dosage
levels lovwer tham those seen mthe 19605 when 150 wag ar it mos popular, Average dosaoe
leverls im thor [ 9%90Us are 30pp to 8Os per cile CABCH 1994, 1905, 19945, 19971 The majonty of
LD samples seired inthe ACT are within this range. The resurgence of LS use has been
irgpogh 1he ‘rave’ and ‘dange’ party culiute where it 15 predomicants used by teenagers and
voung adults, generally from nnddly ¢liss backgrounds who have ke or no contact «inh
poiice. L300 dealers at these events are genecally poly drop dealers wha deal ia other drogs
such as the desipuer amphetamines. Dealing 0 LS50 alone is ol common (A4 BCL L1995,

The ACT data shows no evidence 1o saggest that The parmern of [ST? use in th ACT i a0y
differert b that at the res1 of the counin

Australian health sunoe) s ponerally bave ne distinguashed berweea L3EY and c1ber
hallucinogenic driegs such as soine of the Jesigner arm phetamines. Therefore therg is linle
infaormation spacifically on LS wse trends.

Froa |95 (o 199% (e proportion of the Awstralian population aged 13 vears and vver w b
hhas e fried hallucinogens has mowained constan? al approximuatzly e Only canna’is has been
tricd by a greater propormcn of the pepulston The proporion of the population wha hase
uwsrd hallucinogens in sthe previcos vear has fgcragied bat repained at 2% ar below. This
lamer Biguce indicates that the number of cusment wseTs o5 fow (£ OHEY 1993, LHSH 1993).

inthe ACT in (996 approsineately 11% of vear 12 students stared 1hes had rried 50 and
vther hallucimopens and %% in the las wear (Phung H et al, 19983 Thiz indicates a Righ lesvel
of use arnang ACT vear 12 siudents.

This apparent conccadictinn harw son rmfarive arnest ar sample nom bers and rebive use Jeavels
iw nof unexpected. As with individusls who ose ampheramines and tocaine those who use
hullesinegens do not 1end 10 atiract police attention. Police in a number of junsdwtions huve
repoted the invelvement of woaor cvele pangs in the disiribution of LED (ABCT 1997,

Fipwre 31: Samples containing LSIF recelived by ACTGAL, 1980-97
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Figore 32: Mo, of LS50 doses received by ACTOAL, 1350-37
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Tahlr 22: Large LSI} seizures received by ACTG AL, 1980-87

Yegr Month Number of Doses Furity
1Rl T etrua=y 3L Tiles' S3pg LD per "Tile”
1] Septermber 30 Tiles™ 37pg ESD per ' Tile”
1992~ Hoyember 75 Tiles" 190y L350 per “Tale
1994 June 100 “Tile" 17ug LSLr per "Tie'
1954 July 48 "Tiles S0pe LSDper Tike™
1944 Qetober 10 Perforgted Sheers Concalnlag a2 Tlles” 5%ug LSD per "Tibe”
| 996 Mav 33 ~MicTodes” 38ppg LSO per “Micredu
1955 Feoeermber 67 "Tules 32pg L50 per "Tile!

a0 " Tales’ Alpp LS0per "Tile'

Sampics nor soparaied B Ny aee from the Tume seizure,
Sowrce ACTERAT, Bara Collection
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Figure 33: Drosage level of samples containing 150 received by ACTOAL, 1980-97
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11. Psychotropic Mushrooms

There are several spacies of psvchotropic mushrooms which grow wild inthe ACT segron.
Some oge of these moghrooms kas been reporied and seiowres of dried mushrooms have
cccumed. Howeser theres is no evidence of a significant ey el of use of psychotropic
mushrooms in the cemmunity.

Tahlc 13: Povchetroapic mushroom received by ACTO AL, 1RBOST

Vear Manch Weaghi {mg) Dirug
19%: Al LMK Baaloca b,
Ershles in
14954 Apat| 4 O Ialne s bin
1384 ALpTil Qo) b uscaring
1985 Dwegember LEL L Peslacybin,
Fealocin
1988 lune 34200 Psilocio

Sowrre ACTr AL ey Oodficpion
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12. Anzbolic Steroids

Anabolic steraids are testosterone or testuiesans ke drues & ith anab<gliz activine which are
peneeally tken orally or injecied jutramuserlarly. Police intelligence indecaies that the wse of
these drugs is on the inerease panicularly by athletes, security personnel and bedy borlders.

L hee drugs are nged 1o enhance physical performance and cosmetic appedrandge and reponicd
side elfers iee |ude imereased aperession and irriebiline (ABCL 1994, [996).

The exient of criminal involvérmsnt in anabolc steraids is very difficull te determine due in
part 10 a Lack of constant pro actise interaction taker by Taw enforcoment. Police report tha
i is dufticult 7o penetrane user proups 1o delermane e exteat of the problem (ABCT 1996).

Anabelic sieroid preparations intended for veleeinany or human use are wsed, Volennan,
preparlians af wsed becawse they ans cheaper and easier to obla.

I 1993, D.3% of the Austealian popubation aged |4 vears and oser had used steroads. This
level was doubled in 1995, The proportion of the populavion who had cied steraids o the
previous vear also dneseased from 0.1%% 30 1993 10 8.2% in 1995 indicaring thae the number of
current useis 35 also increasime ([THIFS 1995 )

Inthe ACT in IUG6E. 2 4% of male and no femals year 12 studente reported et e had wsed
steroids wath the sainé proportion of males s1azing 1hey had used stéroids an the past s cac
{Phuny 1 et ul, 1998, This indicates than steroid use is ooouring among ACT vear 12
studdents,

1n L9993 the police inthe ACT vargered the sale of anabolic steroids eesulting in a jusmp in the
mumber of semples receied by ACTHAL Many of the hquid prepasations had authencic
manulaciurers lahels indicaiing they weme for human use bal containgd veterinan anabolic
steruid prodacts. Police betieve 1hial the deaters were personally osing the cxpensive by
agr anabolic steroid preparations then 1efiThog the containers with neypensive s¢1ennany
anabalic sterond preparations far resale wnder the original Jabel. This practice of refiling vials
of pharmaceutical preparations with veterinary products has been repored by oter forensic
laborataries and police elsewhers in Austeslia (ABCT 1995),

Table 24: Samples containiog steroids received by ACTGAL, 158097

Ferid Tonal % ool Samples Incorrecets Labelled
Mumber Trdal Yoom. [ annabis Preparation:

Juy oo Decenber 1938 I &3 0% ]

Jan pary 1 Juae i%EG ! O n

ulw 1o December 1959 1 1] [ -
January 1 June 1990 I L2 4 .

July ngy [Decern'ier 5940 1] i) 0 -

lanuan W Fune 19 . 0. LE 0 _
" Julx no Dreper ber LS9 ] &3 Ll }

Jaowart to Jupe [502 0 i B )

Juiv to December 1392 0 L 0

Jamuwary 1o June 1993 0 ] 1] -

Tals 1o Degember 1993 L 0.3 9.8 i

lanoary o June |994 ) n4 1.1 n

Tuly 1o Deoernber 134 ] 0.3 0.8 1
TIanuany oo June |G a5 T3 6.4 11

July 4 Deceber LFea 52 1N 3 7

January o June [ 2 01 1.1 1

a1y to December 1995 i "D n

January 1o June [#9T 3 L6 21 0 _
"Il 10 December 1997 T3 3.2 T3 a i

Average 5.9 | 3% 1.5

Gowrce: ACTEAL Darg Cafles tiae
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14, Clandestine Laboratorias

Avatieny of clandestine Baboraries have Been dersened by the police in the ACT TEQIGR er
the period of the study. Some have been unsuceessfil and most have heen smuall DRCTATION .
Unlx the laboraiees detzcted in 1985 was both successfyl and o large scale operation. 1 was
s he only known gas involving a person with fonmal [rainistg in oTgame cherm sy,

ue ba the valatile. comasive. wxic and flammahle aature of the chensicals used. the inherent
hazards of & laloraton. and the lack of knowledge poswssed by the parconrel involved, cuch
faboratones pose serious damgers (o kath the commuaits and MY EstieaTing personnel,

Table 26: Clandesting laboratories detected in the ACT. 1980-97

Year Month Svolhedis

385 Mfarch Msthamphetarios figm phenylacetic aid (497 prams powder conaming
F6%0 migthampl eramine).

1937 April Heruun fegm codeine using the homebake” meshod.

1990 [lecembrr Hern from codeine wsing the “homezake paeek .

(F03 Dcember Suspecied unsucesssrul atle T pd ab amphetanine synthasis

199 Oerober Juspeqied washceesyul aMempa o meshanipheiaming svn Eesis Tom
pseLfeephedring,

199: Decembe Herain fom cadeins oding the homebake * misthagd

995 Chrobe L nsucc exsful amemipe a1 metncathinons sinthesis by ox idocion of
pirudoeatednne. Recipe vhtansd from che intemer. =

10T July Impartation of precarsors fior gumma kydeeny butaneic acid ¢fanmsy by mal.
Precurtors purchased from a company in Hawabi, Mfanmation oherined from
the inbermae.

* Lefeatan mod sperncetg of lime of pobice seicures, Methoathinene 15 shatudant vimdar o
AIFRCINE e e ot

Source: ACTOAL Uain Colbectia

The ctandestine laboratory detecied in 1996 was anempting 10 symdhesise methcathinone. The
recipe was chiained feom the imermer aleng with infomalion an metheathinone, Muoch of this
mlormation was insomect or misleading. The labaraiory detected in 1997 had purchasad
precursers for the synthesis of gama hydroxy butanaic acid (Rantasy) from a company in
Hawan The ordering mformation had bee: oblaned from ibe Smsmet. Many of the
clandesting lsburatonics detesied in Australia bave obtained recipes for the sunthesis of drugs
und n formation on the dougs from the ingemet.

Mhe lcw number of clandesting Jaboratorices, dmecied in the ACT sogpests than they are only an
ocrasional problam in the ACT.

The ilkicat non-designer amphetamines consumed in Australia are predominantly prosduced
domestically in clandesting laboratorics. These have become & major problem in the targe
sates. Many of the laboraiories employ elaboraie metheds of concealment, are an isolated
rural Jocarions or on mabele railes o reduce the chanee of detection [ABC] 1994, pores,
906, 19571, Methamphetamine s the main amphetamine produced in these laborarories due
T the simplicits of the process by which pseuduephedrine can ke converted to
methamiphetamine. Pseudisphedrine is a cammen drug availabie withau prescnprion.

All jurisdictions mcluding the ACT hive reported that inator eyele gangs are often involved in
Wtz sot up and running of these taboratories as well a3 the distribution of the ond products
(ABC] 1994, 1994, 1996, 1997

There are reports of manufacturers obtaining precursors and shemiealt from duferent stares
through bogus companies and by theft. Also paetdctphedrine has besn s1olen from
pharmacentical supply companies for the soke parpose of conversion msthamphetamine in
¢landestine labormones.
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Az respanse te the growing clandestine probiem Auwstralan staes and termicTies have
introcduced precursor contrals. Schedule 7 of the ACT Poisony gnd Dinzs Ace TRTH was
amended 707 this purpose in 1994, Police repart that these measwres have reduced the
quanteties of amphetamings produced. Hawever they fear that this will sesulf in the tnereased
importation of amphelamines or precutsors and chemicals for the cland#stne Tabaearoies
(ABCI 1994, 1995|396, 1997y, Recenthy there has been an increase in the guaniices of
amphetamires produced in the Asian countries which is of concemn. as organizations abready
invelved in the imponatian of herain from these countries can gasly commence imporing
amphetamines LABC 1997, .

There is a irend rowards the vse of tained chemists 2s “cooks' inclandesting labarataries whi
appicrent Ty become involved due to finencial hardehaps (ABCL 19967,

Clandestine lzboratorics do nol pose the same prohlem m the ACT as they do in the large
states. Howeser there i« no reason for this ant io change in the near future. Due 1o the nght
hnit natuee of the orgenisations involved it is diffigplr for the police to determine the full
culent nf the prablem anzny ang sime,
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