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Dear
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (FOI) REQUEST

| refer to your application under section 30 of the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (the
FOI Act), received by the Education Directorate (the Directorate) on 17 August 2026, in
which you sought access to:

1. A copy of the final Centre for International Research on Education Systems (CIRES),
Victoria University project report, provided to EDU in or around October 2021,
concerning the operation of the NAPLAN socio-educational advantage model
and/or whether ICSEA and SEA values accurately reflect socio-educational
advantage or disadvantage in the ACT

2. The joint ACT Education Directorate/ACARA paper, summary, briefing or other
document summarising the final project report, referred to in ACT Education
Directorate Annual Report Hearing material in 2022 as being prepared for
consideration by Education Ministers.

3. Records sufficient to identify whether and when the final CIRES report and/or the
ACT/ACARA summary were submitted to, circulated to, noted by or considered by
Education Ministers, the Education Ministers Meeting (EMM), Education Council or
its successor body, such as relevant agenda or item numbers; meeting dates;
outcome records, decisions or communiqués; and final briefs about the matter.

4. Any final response, recommendation, decision or agreed action arising from the
project, including records documenting:

a. whether any change to ICSEA, SEA or the methodology for identifying
statistically similar schools was recommended;

b. whether ACARA considered any methodological change in response to the
project.

5. Any final correspondence between EDU and ACARA concerning publication or
public release of the final CIRES report or the subsequent ACT/ACARA summary, for
the period 1 October 2021 to 17 August 2026.

I am an Information Officer appointed by the Director-General under section 18 of the
FOI Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the FOI Act.
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In accordance with section 40 of the FOI Act, the Directorate was required to provide a
decision on your access application within 30 working days of receipt, being

28 September 2026.

Decision on access

Searches were completed for relevant records and two records were identified that fall
within the scope of your request. | have decided to grant full access to both records.

For points 2 to 5 of your request, no records were located.

For point 2 of your request, since 2021, ACARA has been progressing further work in
consultation with their technical and data policy reference groups and the joint
ACT/ACARA paper has not been finalised. The CIRES paper has informed that work but
the paper itself has not progressed to EMM nor been finalised and the ACT is continuing
to engage with ACARA and work towards a resolution.

Point 3 has been addressed in Record 2. As a result of the CIRES paper, the My School
caveat was amended as per the information noted in Record 2.

| have included as Attachment A to this decision the schedule of relevant records. This
provides a description of each record that falls within the scope of your request and the
access decision for each of those records.

The records released to you are provided as Attachment B to this letter.

Charges
Processing charges are not applicable for this request because the number of pages
released does not exceed the threshold of 50 set out at section 104(4) of the FOI Act.

Online publishing — disclosure log

Under section 28 of the FOI Act, the Directorate maintains an online record of access
applications called a disclosure log. Information about your request, my decision and
records released to you in response to your access application will be published in the
Directorate’s disclosure log between three and 10 working days after a decision on access
has been provided to you. Your personal information will not be published.

You may view the Directorate’s disclosure log at www.act.gov.au/open/foi-disclosure-
logs/education-foi-disclosure-logs.

Review of decision

Ombudsman review

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of
the FOI Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section




73 of the FOI Act within 20 working days from the day my decision is provided to you, or a
longer period allowed by the Ombudsman.

If you wish to request a review of my decision you may write to the Ombudsman at:

The ACT Ombudsman
GPO Box 442
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) review

Under section 84 of the FOI Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an
Ombudsman review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision.

Further information may be obtained from the ACAT at:
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal
Allara House, 15 Constitution Ave

GPO Box 370
Canberra City ACT 2601

Telephone: (02) 6207 1740
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/

If you have any questions concerning the Directorate’s processing of your request, please
contact the Directorate’s FOI team on 02 6205 0720 or email EducationFOl@act.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Paula Murray
Information Officer

28 September 2026






