
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  
  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

Mr Ian Govey AM 
Independent Reviewer, Integrity Commission Act 2018 and 
Public Interest Disclosure Act 2012 
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development 
GPO Box 158 Canberra ACT 2601 

Your ref: CM23/59637 

By email: ICActReviewSecretariat@act.gov.au 

Dear Mr Govey 

Review of the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2012 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your review of the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act 2012 (PID Act).  We have previously provided comments and met with 
you in relation to your review of the Integrity Commission Act 2018 and this review 
relates to that work. 

As we have indicated to you, and in public fora, our main concern at this time is 
accountability under the proposed new ACT planning framework currently being 
introduced. The factors that help facilitate corruption and unethical and illegal conduct 
are: 

• The introduction of discretionary decision making around “outcomes”  
• The amounts of money involved in land dealings 
• The limitation on merits review of planning decisions 
• The inaccessibility of judicial review because of cost 
• The dispersal of functions among directorates that makes it difficult for a 

citizen to determine where responsibility lies 
• The lack of checks and balances that exist in other jurisdictions where there 

are local and state governments involved in planning and mullticameral 
legislatures 

• The temptation for a well-established government, that appears to be secure in 
power, to disregard the rule of law and accountability principles. 

• The difficulty for citizens of proving illegal and unethical conduct 

Sunlight (transparency) is the best disinfectant and many of these factors prevent 
sunlight. In these circumstances public interest disclosure is another useful tool to 














