
Heritage Festival 
to spark ‘Curiosity’

Heritage Festival: 9 April–1 May 2022 Kid’s Week: 18–22 April

The Heritage Festival 
returns this month for a 
23-day celebration of local 
culture and history featuring 
more than 150 activities.

With Ngunnawal activities, 
performances, bushwalks and 
much more planned, head online 
to see what the 39th annual 
festival has on offer.
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 ` Local playgrounds get refresh

 ` New bike paths around Belco

 ` Strathnairn school on its way

 ` School holiday fun

More nurses are being recruited to guarantee nursing and midwifery staffing levels on public hospital wards. 

More nurses coming to 
Canberra public hospitals

School holiday fun 
this Easter
Looking for ideas to keep the kids entertained these school holidays? 
Cheer on the Matildas as they take on New Zealand on 12 April, or go on 
the 'Mushrooms and Mini Beasts' nature walk at the National Arboretum.

Young Raiders fans can discover the team's history at the Canberra Museum + 
Gallery’s Canberra Raiders: 40 Years in the Limelight exhibition. For those 
who like a challenge, check out the Tuff Nutterz inflatable course at the 
Parkes Place lawns. Discover more ideas online to keep the kids entertained.

Sporting events go plastic-free

ANZAC 
Day 
2022
This ANZAC Day we 
remember the people 
in our defence forces, 
past and present. 

Canberrans can 
participate at official 
events throughout 
the day. Monday 25 
April will be observed 
as a public holiday. 
Find out more online.

Receive fortnightly Our Canberra updates directly to your inbox. 
Sign up for our e-newsletter at act.gov.au/subscribe

MORE NEWS 
MORE OFTEN

Sporting events at GIO Stadium 
and Manuka Oval have been 
declared ‘plastic-free’ in the 
latest step to help Canberrans 
take everyday climate action.

They join a wide range of public events 
including Groovin the Moo, the National 
Folk Festival and Canberra Day in 
banning harmful single-use plastic items.

Items banned include single-use plastic 
bowls, plates, straws and takeaway 
containers as Canberra continues 
towards a more sustainable future.

The ACT is one of the first 
Australian jurisdictions to 
introduce nurse-to-patient 
ratios in our hospitals. 

These ratios will improve 
the care you and your family 
members will receive at 
our hospitals, and improve 

occupational safety and job 
satisfaction for our nurses and 
healthcare professionals. 

With the implementation of 
these ratios, ACT hospitals have 
recruited more than 50 nurses 
this year, with a further 40 nurses 
to be employed by mid-year.

The upgrades at the Intensive Care 
Unit at the Canberra Hospital are 
now complete, providing eight 
additional beds. Work is also set 
to get underway in April on a new 
look emergency department at the 
Hospital to support our growing city. 
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Belco Bikeway 
on the way
Construction will get underway later this year on Stage 2 of the 
Belco Bikeway.

New off-road bike lanes will be built, making it easier and safer to 
cycle from the Belconnen Town Centre to the University of Canberra, 
Radford College and the CIT Bruce campus.

This project is jointly funded by the ACT and Australian Governments. 

Local playground upgrades
Head online to have your say on a playground upgrade in Aranda, which 
forms part of Canberra's biggest ever suburban infrastructure program.

A further 25 Belconnen playgrounds will also be refreshed in 
coming months, including in Kaleen, Giralang, Charnwood 
and Melba.

They will receive a mixture of updated landscaping, fresh 
paint and additional mulch or softfall material.

Enrol your 
child for 
the 2023 
school year
Belconnen public school enrolments 
for 2023 open on 26 April.

Go online to find your local public 
school and enrol your child by 3 June 
to receive an offer from 25 July.

E-scooter 
scheme 
expansion
The expansion of Canberra’s 
e-scooter scheme means it’s 
now easier to travel between 
Belconnen and the city.

Head online for more on 
where you can scoot and 
tips on how to stay safe.

Ginninderry to get 
first public school
New school facilities are one step closer after more 
funding was provided to construct Ginninderry’s first 
public primary school in Strathnairn.

Community feedback will be sought throughout the 
process to design a new zero-emissions school 
that supports new families moving to the region. 

More 
COVID-19 
health 
funding
Additional funding has been 
provided to support our ongoing 
COVID-19 health response.

It will allow for the continued 
rollout of the booster program 
and vaccination program for 
5-11 year olds.
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Bigger ICU open 
at Canberra Hospital
The expanded intensive care 
unit is now open at the Canberra 
Hospital and a new-look 
emergency department is 
coming soon.

Upgrades to the emergency 
department will help to better 
support Canberrans’ access 
to emergency healthcare by 

streamlining the triage process, 
enhancing patient privacy and 
improving access for people 
with disabilities. Work is due to 
start in April.

The upgraded facilities will 
provide better access to 
lifesaving medical treatment 
for Canberrans.

More nurses 
to care for 
Canberrans
More nurses are being recruited to 
guarantee nursing and midwifery 
staffing ratios on public hospital wards. 

To ensure the best possible care for 
patients, more than 50 nurses have 
been recruited, with more to follow. 

Scan this QR code for links to all your 
Our CBR articles in one place or visit 
linktr.ee/ourcanberra

Read more online! 

Canberra Hospital Emergency Department nurse Pooja Prabhakaran 
says nursing is vitally important work that leaves a special mark on the 
people's lives. 

"The patients and families might not remember your name but will 
remember your warm smile, your gentle touch and the care you gave them."

Stamp duty 
savings
Homebuyers wanting to purchase 
off-the-plan properties under 
$600,000 will no longer pay 
stamp duty from April 1 2022, 
saving buyers up to $15,720.  

This will continue to support 
owner occupiers at the most 
affordable end of the market. 
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