


From:
To: CMTEDD FOI
Subject: CMTEDDFOI 2026-176 (CRA 2026-005) - Question on Notice No. 1168 (Questions on Notice Paper No. 20,

lodged 29 May 2026)
Date: Thursday, 2 July 2026 9:41:59 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,
Freedom of Information Application
Applicant: 
Directorate: Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate / City
Renewal Authority
Documents Requested
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2016 (ACT), I seek access to documents
relating to the preparation of the Government's response to Question on Notice No.
1168 (Questions on Notice Paper No. 20, lodged 29 May 2026).
Specifically, I seek:

1. All correspondence, including emails, Microsoft Teams messages, letters and file
notes, between:

the City Renewal Authority;
the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate;
the Office of the Chief Minister; and
the Minister's Office,

concerning the preparation of the response to Question on Notice 1168.
2. All requests for information made by the Minister's Office or Directorate to the City

Renewal Authority or any other ACT Government entity for the purpose of preparing
the response.

3. All responses received to those requests, including supporting emails, attachments
and briefing material.

4. All draft versions of the response to Question on Notice 1168, including versions
containing tracked changes, comments or annotations.

5. All internal briefing notes, ministerial briefs, memoranda, talking points and file notes
prepared for the Minister or Minister's Office in relation to Question on Notice 1168.

6. Any records of discussions or decisions regarding the wording, scope or content of
the Government's response, including consideration of whether any information
should be omitted, withheld or referred to separately.

Date Range
From 1 May 2026 to the date this request is processed.
Format
I request that all documents be provided electronically where possible
Kind regards,





 

   Our ref:  CRAFOI 2026-005 /     
CMTEDDFOI2026-176 

 

 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST – NOTICE OF DECISION  

I refer to your application under section 30 of the Freedom of Information Act 2016  
(the Act), received by the City Renewal Authority on 2 July 2026. 

Specifically, you have sought access to the following information:  

‘…access to documents relating to the preparation of the Government's response to 
Question on Notice No. 1168 (Questions on Notice Paper No. 20, lodged 29 May 
2026). 

Specifically, I seek: 

1. All correspondence, including emails, Microsoft Teams messages, letters and 
file notes, between: 

• the City Renewal Authority;  
• the Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development 

Directorate;  
• the Office of the Chief Minister; and  
• the Minister's Office, 

concerning the preparation of the response to Question on Notice 1168. 

2. All requests for information made by the Minister's Office or Directorate to the 
City Renewal Authority or any other ACT Government entity for the purpose of 
preparing the response.  

3. All responses received to those requests, including supporting emails, 
attachments and briefing material.  

4. All draft versions of the response to Question on Notice 1168, including 
versions containing tracked changes, comments or annotations.  



5. All internal briefing notes, ministerial briefs, memoranda, talking points and 
file notes prepared for the Minister or Minister's Office in relation to Question 
on Notice 1168.  

6. Any records of discussions or decisions regarding the wording, scope or 
content of the Government's response, including consideration of whether any 
information should be omitted, withheld or referred to separately.’ 

Authority 

I am an Information Officer appointed by the City Renewal Authority under section 18 of the 
Act to deal with access applications made under Part 5 of the Act. 

Timeframes 

In accordance with section 40 of the Act, CMTEDD is required to provide a decision on your 
access application within 30 days.  

Therefore, a decision is due by 13 August 2026. 

Decision on access 

Searches of City Renewal Authority have identified 19 documents within the scope of your 
request.  

I have decided to grant full access to eleven documents. 

I have decided to grant partial access to eight documents. 

The records identified as relevant to your application are listed in the schedule enclosed at 
Attachment A. This provides a description of each document that falls within the scope of 
your request and the access decision for each of those documents. 

Release of documents  

The information being released to you is provided at Attachment B. 

Statement of Reasons  

In accordance with section 54(2) of the Act a statement of reasons outlining my decisions is 
below. In reaching my access decisions, I have taken the following into account: 

• the Act 

• the information that falls within the scope of your request 

As a decision maker, I am required to determine whether the information within scope is in 
the public interest to release. To make this decision, I am required to: 

• assess whether the information would be contrary to public interest to disclose as 
per Schedule 1 of the Act. 

• perform the public interest test as set out in section 17 of the Act by balancing the 
factors favouring disclosure and factors favouring nondisclosure in Schedule 2 of the 
Act. 

 



Exemptions claimed  

Schedule 1: Information taken to be contrary to the public interest. 

There is no schedule 1 provision relevant to this access application. 

Public Interest Test  

The Act has a presumption in favour of disclosure. As a decision maker I am required to 
decide where, on balance, public interest lies. As part of this process, I must consider factors 
favouring disclosure and nondisclosure. 

In Hogan v Hinch (2011) 243 CLR 506, [31] French CJ stated that when ‘used in a statute, the 
term [public interest] derives its content from “the subject matter and the scope and 
purpose” of the enactment in which it appears’. Section 17(1) of the Act sets out the test, to 
be applied to determine whether disclosure of information would be contrary to the public 
interest. These factors are found in subsection 17(2) and Schedule 2 of the Act.  

Schedule 2: Factors to be considered when deciding the public interest 

Taking into consideration the information contained in the documents found to be within 
the scope of your request, I have identified that the following public interest factors are 
relevant to determine if release of the information contained within these documents is 
within the ‘public interest’. 

Factors favouring disclosure (Section 2.1) 

• Section 2.1(a)(i) - promote open discussion of public affairs and enhance the 
government’s accountability.  

• Section 2.1(a)(ii) - contribute to positive and informed debate on important issues or 
matters of public interest.  

• Section 2.1(a)(iii) - inform the community of the government’s operations, including 
the policies, guidelines and codes of conduct followed followed by the government in 
its dealings with members of the community.  

I consider release of this information may promote open discussion in the process of 
government, namely transparent and accountable responses to questions on notice. 
However, this is not the first example of material collated under the FOI Act regarding the 
responding to a question on notice. I assign moderate weight to the above factors. 

I am satisfied that these factors favouring disclosure carry some weight. However, these 
factors are to be balanced against the factors favouring nondisclosure. 

Factors favouring nondisclosure (Section 2.2)  

• Section 2.2(a)(ii) - prejudice the protection of an individual’s right to privacy or any 
other right under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

Reviewing the information, I consider the protection of an individual’s right to privacy is a 
significant factor when balancing factors for disclosure. Release of information concerning 
individuals working within the ACT Public Service is generally not considered to prejudice 
the protection of an individual’s right to privacy. However, in some circumstances, such as 
agencies with small numbers or regulatory or specialist agencies, the redaction of direct 



phone numbers is sensible as release of this information could or would reasonably be 
expected to prejudice an individual’s right to privacy under the Human Rights Act 2004. 

Having applied the test outlined in section 17 of the Act and deciding that release of some 
information contained in the documents is not in the public interest to release, I have 
chosen to redact this specific information in accordance with section 50(2). Noting the pro-
disclosure intent of the Act, I am satisfied that redacting only the information that I believe is 
not in the public interest to release will ensure that the intent of the Act is met and will 
provide you with access to the majority of the information held by CRA within the scope of 
your request.  

Charges 

Under section 107(2)(e) of the Act, a fee must be waived if the applicant is a member of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Online publishing – Disclosure Log 

Under section 28 of the Act, the City Renewal Authority maintains an online record of access 
applications called a disclosure log. 

Your original access application and my decision will be published on the CRA disclosure log. 
Your personal contact details will not be published. 

Ombudsman Review 

My decision on your access request is a reviewable decision as identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Act. You have the right to seek Ombudsman review of this outcome under section 73 of 
the Act within 20 working days from the day that my decision is provided to you, or a longer 
period allowed by the Ombudsman.   

We recommend using this form Applying for an Ombudsman Review to ensure you provide 
all of the required information.  Alternatively, you may write to the Ombudsman at:  

The ACT Ombudsman 
GPO Box 442 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Via email: actfoi@ombudsman.gov.au  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal (ACAT) Review 

Under section 84 of the Act, if a decision is made under section 82(1) on an Ombudsman 
review, you may apply to the ACAT for review of the Ombudsman decision. Further 
information may be obtained from the ACAT at:  

ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
GPO Box 370 
Canberra City ACT 2601  
Telephone: (02) 6207 1740  
http://www.acat.act.gov.au/ 

 



Should you have any queries in relation to your request please contact the Information 
Access Team by telephone on 6207 7754 or email CMTEDDFOI@act.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely 

 
 
Lucy Wilson 

Information Officer 
Executive Group Manager, Urbanisation and Renewal 
City Renewal Authority 
 
4 August 2026 
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1168 MR CAIN: To ask the Minister for City and Government Services —
1. What is the total cost of the current paving and public realm works around

Dickson Library.
2. Were paving or comparable public realm upgrade works undertaken around

Dickson Library during the COVID-19 period; if so, what was the cost and
scope of those earlier works.

3. What assessment was undertaken to justify replacing or upgrading paving
works in the Dickson precinct at this time.

4. Has the City Renewal Authority received complaints or concerns from
businesses or residents regarding repeated disruption from public works
around Dickson Library.

From: Bartram, Louise on behalf of CMTEDD, Economic Development DLO
To: CMTEDD, Assembly Coordination
Cc: CMTEDD, Economic Development DLO
Subject: FW: Redirect: QON 1168
Date: Friday, 5 June 2026 11:08:31 AM

OFFICIAL

Hi AGBC 
QON 1168 has been redirected to the Chief Minister with CRA to lead the drafting.
Could this please be tasked out.
Thank you
Louise
Directorate Liaison Officer - Economic Development
Office of the Chief Minister | Office of Minister Berry | Office of Minister Pettersson
Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate | ACT Government

 EcoDevDLO@act.gov.au
ACT Legislative Assembly, 196 London Circuit Canberra City ACT 2601

From: CED, Directorate Liaison Officer 
Sent: Thursday, 4 June 2026 2:13 PM
To: LA Notice Paper 
Cc: CMTEDD, Economic Development DLO ; CED, Assembly and Government Business 
Subject: Redirect: QON 1168

OFFICIAL

Good afternoon,
May I please request the below QON be re-directed to the Chief Minister? For response from
the City Renewal Authority.

Thank you.
Kind regards,
Kate Meehan | Directorate Liaison Officer
Office of Tara Cheyne MLA | Attorney-General, Minister for City and Government Services & Minister for the
Night-time Economy
MS Teams | Email: CEDDLO@act.gov.au
City and Environment Directorate | ACT Government | www.act.gov.au
I acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as traditional custodians of the land we are meeting on and recognise any other
people or families with connection to the lands of the ACT and region.
I acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this
region.
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1

Codd, Fiona

From: Codd, Fiona
Sent: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 9:42 AM
To: CMTEDD, Economic Development MECT
Cc: Campese, Sarah
Subject: Content Manager CMTEDD - Brief Container : CMTEDD2026/2188 : GOVERNMENT & 

STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS - Government & Assembly Matters - REDIRECTED Assembly QON 
1168 - Cain to Barr - Dickson library paving works - CRA

Attachments: GOVERNMENT & STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS - Government & Assembly Matters - REDIRECTED 
Assembly QON 1168 - Cain to Barr - Dickson library paving ~ CRA.tr5

Hi Isabelle and Grant, 

Please see cleared response for 1168 Dickson Library paving in the folder. 

 

Regards 

Fiona 

 
 
------< Content Manager Record Information >------ 
 
Record Number: CMTEDD2026/2188 
Title: GOVERNMENT & STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS - Government & Assembly Matters - REDIRECTED 
Assembly QON 1168 - Cain to Barr - Dickson library paving works - CRA 
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From: Butt, Deb
To: Codd, Fiona; Campese, Sarah
Cc: Ramsay, Jennifer
Subject: FW: For Approval: QON for review and clearance - QON 1168 Cain to Barr - Dickson Library Paving Works
Date: Wednesday, 17 June 2026 7:39:09 AM
Attachments: image001.png

OFFICIAL

 
 
From: Gillman, Craig <Craig.Gillman@act.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 16 June 2026 3:56 PM
To: Butt, Deb <Deb.Butt@act.gov.au>
Subject: RE: For Approval: QON for review and clearance - QON 1168 Cain to Barr - Dickson Library Paving Works

 

OFFICIAL

 
Approved
 
 
 
From: Wilson, Lucy <Lucy.Wilson@act.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 15 June 2026 10:41 AM
To: Gillman, Craig <Craig.Gillman@act.gov.au>
Cc: Campese, Sarah <Sarah.Campese@act.gov.au>; Davis, SophieE <SophieE.Davis@act.gov.au>; McLellan, Karen
<Karen.McLellan@act.gov.au>; Codd, Fiona <Fiona.Codd@act.gov.au>
Subject: For Approval: QON for review and clearance - QON 1168 Cain to Barr - Dickson Library Paving Works 
Importance: High

 

OFFICIAL

 
Hi Craig,
 
See attached QON for approval please.
 
cheers
 
Lucy Wilson
Executive Group Manager | Urbanisation and Renewal

 
From: McLellan, Karen <Karen.McLellan@act.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 15 June 2026 10:34 AM
To: Wilson, Lucy <Lucy.Wilson@act.gov.au>
Cc: Davis, SophieE <SophieE.Davis@act.gov.au>; Campese, Sarah <Sarah.Campese@act.gov.au>
Subject: QON for review and clearance - QON 1168 Cain to Barr - Dickson Library Paving Works 
Importance: High

 

OFFICIAL

 
Hi Lucy
 
Please find attached QON 1168 for your review and clearance
 
Happy to discuss if required
 
Karen
 
Karen McLellan (she/her)
Principal  Project Manager | Capital Works
T:
E: karen.mclellan@act.gov.au  

City Renewal Authority, ACT Government 
Nara Centre, 3 Constitution Avenue, Canberra City
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GPO Box 158 Canberra City ACT 2601
ABN 40 746 096 162
cityrenewalCBR.com.au 
Follow us @cityrenewalCBR

We acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as traditional custodians of the ACT and recognise any other people or families with connection to the lands
of the ACT and region. We acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this region.

This email, and any attachments, may be confidential and also privileged. If you are not the intended recipient please notify the sender and delete all
copies of this transmission along with any attachments immediately. You should not copy or use it for any purpose, nor disclose its contents to any
other person. 
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