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To:		Approved mental health facilities
Subject:	Process for an inpatient admitted voluntarily who requires involuntary care
Date: 	2 December, 2021


Please ensure that there is a clear legal basis for involuntary treatment of a consumer in approved mental health facilities. A consumer who has been admitted to the hospital voluntarily must not be subjected to involuntary treatment, care and support.
If the consumer being treated voluntarily becomes unwell and requires involuntary care, a doctor or mental health officer can initiate assessment for apprehension under Section 80 (2). Requirements are as follows:
A doctor or mental health officer may apprehend a person if the doctor or mental health officer believes on reasonable grounds that:
                     (a) 	the person has a mental disorder or mental illness; and
	(b)	either:
(i) the person requires immediate treatment, care or support; or
(ii) the person’s condition will deteriorate within 3 days to such an extent that the person would require immediate treatment, care or support; and
	(c)	the person has refused to receive that treatment, care or support; and
	(d)	detention is necessary for the person’s health or safety, social or financial wellbeing, or for the protection of someone else or the public; and 
(e)  	adequate treatment, care or support cannot be provided in a less restrictive environment.
Documentation requirement - The Statement of Action form must be completed following apprehension and detention, and before initial examination can occur. 
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